
Fall 2015 

Community 
Programs  

South Dakota Department of  
Game, Fish and Parks 

FREE  
PROGRAMS! 



Registration Information 

Youth programs are free. Some adult programs 
may have a fee for materials. 

 
Thank a hunter or angler for supporting our 

education efforts!  
 

Pre-registration is required for all programs. 
 

To pre-register for programs: 
  Surf to our website at www.outdoorcampus.org   

 Click “Rapid City”.  
(A public use computer is available in our lobby.) 

If you have problems, call us at 394-2310. 
 

 

Many programs fill quickly. PLEASE call us or 
cancel on the website as soon as possible if you 

cannot attend a program. 
 

Watch for POP UP Programs! If we have an open-
ing, we’ll add a program. Watch our Facebook and 

Twitter pages for these special additions.  

Program Registration Opens: 
 for September on August 13 
 for October on September 10 
 for November on October 8 



September Programs 

Registration Opens August 13 

Sprouts Preschool Programs 

3-4 year olds and their adult partner.  

“C” is for Cougar 
Learn what makes cougars special, what they like to eat, and where 
they like to live. Learn a song to help you remember what to do if you 
see one! 
Age: 3-4 plus adult partner 
Program dates: (pick one of the following)  
Wednesday   Sept 9  10-10:45 a.m.  
Friday   Sept 11  10-10:45 a.m. 
Saturday  Sept 19  10-10:45 a.m.  

Looking at Leaves 
Practice your observation skills by comparing leaves using four 
senses.  Play a game, learn a song and make a craft using leaves 
found on a hike around the Campus. 
Age: 3-4 plus adult partner 
Program dates: (pick one of the following)  
Friday   Sept 18  10-10:45 a.m. 
Wednesday   Sept 23  10-10:45 a.m.  
Saturday  Sept 26  10-10:45 a.m.  

Nature Story Time 

Join us on a reading adventure as we explore our 
nature library.   
Age: 1-4 with adult partner    
Program date:  
Monday      Sept 14     9-9:30 a.m.  Leaves 

Let’s Go Hunting! 
It is National Hunting and Fishing Week. Join us on a “hunt” for  
turkeys and deer. Take a hike on the trail to find tracks and sign. 
Use the Nerf guns and bows to shoot at the deer and turkey  
targets.  
Age: 3-4 plus adult partner    
Program dates: (pick one of the following)  
Saturday  Sept 12  10-10:45 a.m.  
Friday   Sept  25    10-10:45 a.m. 



Young Naturalist Programs 

5-7 year olds.  Adults encouraged 
to stay and enjoy the program. 

“C” is for Cougar 
Learn what makes cougars special, what they like to eat, and 
where they like to live. Learn a song to help you remember what 
to do if you see one! 
Age: 5-7  
Program date:   
Saturday  Sept  12  10-10:45 a.m.  

Sept Programs Cont... 

Looking at Leaves 
Practice your observation skills by comparing leaves using four 
senses.  Play a game, learn a song and make a craft using 
leaves found on a hike around the Campus. 
Age: 5-7 
Program date:   
Saturday  Sept 19  10-10:45 a.m.  

Let’s Go Hunting! 
It is National Hunting and Fishing Week. Join us on a “hunt” for  
turkeys and deer. Take a hike on the trail to find tracks and sign. 
Use the Nerf guns and bows to shoot at the deer and turkey targets.  
Age: 5-7   
Program date:   
Saturday  Sept 26   10-10-45 a.m.  

Wild Flower Art 
Come and let your little one make art with wild flowers with our 
volunteer, Kazumi.  
Age: age 3-4 plus adult partner    
Program date:  
Monday   Sept 28   10-10:45 a.m.  



Sept Programs Cont... 

Jr. Naturalist Programs 

8-12 year olds. 

Archery Basics 
Ever wanted to try hunting with a bow? Trained staff will teach you 
how to shoot a compound bow and practice your marksmanship 
on our 3-D animal or bulls-eye targets. 
Age: 8-12  
Program dates: (pick one of the following)  
Thursday  Sept 24  6-7:00 p.m.  
Saturday  Sept 26  1-2:00 p.m. OR 2-3:00 p.m. 

Paddling 
Learn the basics of flat-water paddling in canoes and kayaks. 
Course includes basic safety, paddling strokes and hands-on 
practice on our pond. Wear shoes and clothes that can get wet! 
Age: 8-12     
Program dates: (pick one of the following) 
Saturday   Sept 19   1-2:00 p.m. OR 2-3:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   Sept 29  6-7:00 p.m. 

 
Pellet Gun Basics 
Learn basic gun safety, shooting positions and techniques that will 
help you become a more successful hunter.  Your shooting skills and 
safe gun handling will improve with every shot.   
Age: 8-12  
Program date:  
Friday  Sept 25   6-7:00 p.m. 

Please remember to cancel your registration if you are 
unable to attend. This will allow others the opportunity 
to participate. Cancel by going online to the registration 
system or by calling 394-2310. Thank you! 



Sept Programs Cont... 

Family Programs 

All ages, unless otherwise 
listed.          

Fishing Basics 
Learn how to rig and cast a pole, identify fish and learn basic 
fishing regulations. Bait and poles will be furnished for you to 
try your luck in our pond. Please bring a hat and sunglasses! 
Age: 4 and up, under 16 with an adult.           
Program date: (pick one of the following) 
Saturday  Sept 5          11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
       1-2 p.m. 
       2-3 p.m. 

Choose 

ONE 

Paddling Skills 
Ever wanted to learn paddling skills? Come to The Outdoor  
Campus to learn some basic skills and safety instruction. Practice on 
our pond. Both canoes and kayaks will be available, along with life 
jackets and all necessary equipment.  
Age: 4-7 can ride with adult, 8 and up may ride alone           
Program date: 
Tuesday             Sept 22    6-7:00 p.m. 

Introduction to Archery 
Ever wanted to try hunting with a bow? Trained staff will teach you 
how to shoot a compound bow and practice your marksmanship on 
our 3-D animal or bulls-eye targets. Top off the evening with a fun 
team shooting competition. Both shooters MUST register. 
Age: Pairs of 1 adult and one child, 8 and up  
Program date:  
Thursday  Sept 24  7-8:00 p.m. 

Cattail Investigation 
Get up close and personal with a wetland plant. Learn some 
unique uses of parts of the cattail. Wear shoes and clothes that 
can get wet and muddy! 
Age: all ages     
Program date:  
Thursday   Sept  10   6-7:00 p.m.  



Sept Programs Cont... 

Adult Programs 

Age 18 and up. Please do 
not bring children. 

Fly Casting 101 
Fly casting is not as complex as it looks. Come learn how to look 
as good as Brad Pitt in “A River Runs Through It”. Equipment will 
be supplied. Once you master the cast, try your luck on our pond. 
Fishing license is encouraged. 
Age: 18 and up (no children please) 
Program date:  
Tuesday   Sept 8  6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Dutch Oven Cooking 
Learn the basics of cooking with a Dutch oven, and the special care 
needed for cast iron cookware. All materials will be supplied for 
some yummy recipes, so come hungry!  Program will include taste 
testing of recipes! 
Age: adult (no children please)       
Program date: (pick one of the following) 
Saturday  Sept 12  9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   Sept 22  5:30-8:00 p.m. 

Map and Compass Reading 
Why do I need this, you ask? What if your GPS dies or you have 
no phone service? This program will introduce you to various 
types of maps and how to use a compass with a map. Bring your 
hunting or hiking partner to learn a valuable survival skill. 
Age: adult (no children please)   
Program date:  
Friday          Sept 18  6-7:00 p.m. 



October Programs 

Registration Opens Sept 10 

Sprouts Preschool Programs 
3-4 year olds and their adult partner.  

Secrets of the Apple Tree 
Discover some of the secrets of an apple tree! Pick an apple 
from an apple tree at The Outdoor Campus to investigate. Taste 
some freshly made applesauce and learn how to make your own.  
Age: 3-4 plus adult partner 
Program dates: (pick one of the following)  
Wednesday  Oct  7  10-10:45 a.m. 
Friday   Oct 9  10-10:45 a.m. 
Saturday  Oct 10  10-10:45 a.m.  

Nature Story Time 

Join us on a reading adventure as we explore our  
nature library.   
Age: 1-4 with adult partner    
Program date:  
Monday   Oct 5     9-9:30 a.m.  Hiking 

“D” is for Duck 
Learn how to identify 5 South Dakota ducks, what they like to eat, 
and where they live.  We will try to find some on our pond, and do 
a fun craft. 
Age: 3-4 plus adult partner    
Program dates: (pick one of the following)  
Wednesday    Oct 14      10-10:45 a.m.  
Friday   Oct 16  10-10:45 a.m. 
Saturday  Oct 17  10-10:45 a.m.  

Nature Treasure Hike 
Come hike with  your little one and collect nature treasures 
with our volunteer, Kazumi.  
Age: age 3-4 plus adult partner    
Program date:  
Monday   Oct 26   10-10:45 a.m.  

 
? 



Young Naturalist Programs 

5-7 year olds.  Adults encouraged to 
stay and enjoy the program. 

Oct Programs Cont... 

Secrets of the Apple Tree 
Discover some of the secrets of an apple tree! Pick an apple from 
an apple tree at The Outdoor Campus to investigate. Taste some 
freshly made applesauce and learn how to make your own.  
Age: 5-7  
Program date:  
Saturday  Oct 17  10-10:45 a.m.  

“D” is for Duck 
Learn how to identify 5 South Dakota ducks, what they like to 
eat, and where they live.  We will try to find some on our pond, 
and do a fun craft. 
Age: 5-7 
Program date:   
Saturday  Oct 10  10-10:45 a.m.  

We are always adding new and fun programs 

that are scheduled after this booklet is  

released!  Follow our Facebook page or sign 

up for email notifications for Pop-up programs! 



Oct Programs Cont... 

Nature Photography 
Practice observation skills through photography to capture nature’s  
alphabet. Participants will learn the basics of digital photography 
and practice by finding “letters” in nature.  
Age: 8-12    
Program date:   
Saturday              Oct 3         1-2:00 p.m. 

 
Pellet Gun Basics 
Learn basic gun safety, shooting positions and techniques that will 
help you become a more successful hunter. Your shooting skills and 
safe gun handling will improve with every shot.   
Age: 8-12  
Program dates: (pick one of the following) 
Saturday  Oct 24  10-11:00 OR 1-2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   Oct 27  6-7:00 p.m. 

Archery Basics 
Ever wanted to try hunting with a bow? Trained staff will teach you 
how to shoot a compound bow and practice your marksmanship 
on our 3-D animal or bulls-eye targets. 
Age: 8-12  
Program date:  
Thursday  Oct 8   6-7:00 p.m.  

Jr. Naturalist Programs 

8-12 year olds. 

GPS 
What does it stand for and how does it work? Come try our GPS 
units. Challenge your friends to be the first to find all of the sites. 
Age: 8-12 
Program date:  
Saturday  Oct 17   1-2:00 p.m. 



Oct Programs Cont... 

Family Programs  

All ages, unless otherwise listed          

Rubber Band Gun Competition 
Engage in some friendly competition with our rubber band guns 
and fun targets. These are not just single-shot guns! Come 
check them out.  
Age: Pairs of 1 adult and one child, 4 and up 
Program date: (pick one of the following)  
Friday    Oct 16   6-7:00 p.m. OR  7-8:00 p.m. 

Introduction to Archery 
Ever wanted to try hunting with a bow? Trained staff will teach you 
how to shoot a compound bow and practice your marksmanship on 
our 3-D animal or bulls-eye targets. Top off the evening with a fun 
team shooting competition. Both shooters MUST register. 
Age: Pairs of 1 adult and one child, 8 and up  
Program date:  
Friday   Oct 9  6-7:00 p.m. 
 

Waterfowl Identification 
Discover some tips for identifying waterfowl on the water or in 
the air. Dress warm and bring binoculars, if you have them, so 
you can get a better look as we hike on the trail. Journals will be 
provided to record your sightings.  
Age: 5  to adult          
Program date: (pick one of the following)    
Saturday  Oct 24  10-11:00 a.m. OR 1-2:00 p.m. 

B-B-B Bats! 
Discover the world of bats! What do they eat, where do they live 
and what good are they? 
Age: all ages   
Program dates: (pick one of the following) 
Tuesday     Oct 6         6-7:00 p.m. 
Thursday  Oct 15  6-7:00 p.m. 



Oct Programs Cont... 

Adult Programs 

Age 18 and up. Please, do not 
bring children. 

Topo Maps 
Learn how to read the lines on a topo map and how you can 
use it to plan a hike or hunting trip. How do you find yourself on 
the map if you get lost!? Learn from someone who has been 
there! 
Age: adult (no children please)   
Program date:  
Tuesday   Oct 13          6-7:00 p.m. 

Turkey Wing Bone Calls 
Save those wing bones from your wild turkeys or from the holiday 
meals. Learn how to clean them up and put them together so you 
can call up a big gobbler next spring! Material will be provided for 
this project.  
Age: adult (no children please)      
Program date:    
Thursday   Oct 1  6-8 p.m.    

Dutch Oven Cooking 
Learn the basics of cooking with a Dutch oven, and the special 
care needed for cast iron cookware. All materials will be supplied 
for some yummy recipes, so come hungry!  Program will include 
taste testing of recipes! 
Age: adult (no children please)        
Program date:  
Tuesday   Oct 13   5:30-8:00 p.m. 

Please remember to cancel your registration if you are 
unable to attend. This will allow others the opportunity 
to participate. Cancel by going online to the registration 
system or calling 394-2310. Thank you! 



November Programs 

Registration Opens October 8 

Sprouts Preschool Programs 

3-4 year olds and their adult partner.  

Nature Story Time 

Join us on a reading adventure as we explore our  
nature library.   
Age: 1-4 years with adult partner    
Program date:  
Monday      Nov 2 9-9:30 a.m.  Turkeys 

“E” is for Elk 
Learn about this large relative of the deer through 
hands-on activities. Touch antlers, hide, feet and much more! 
Age: 3-4 plus adult partner    
Program dates: (pick one of the following) 
Friday   Nov 6  10-10:45 a.m. 
Saturday     Nov 14   10-10:45 a.m.  
Wednesday  Nov 18  10-10:45 a.m. 

Pine Cone Basket Game 
Bring your little one and learn to play the pine cone basket game 
with our  volunteer, Kazumi. 
Age: 3-4 plus adult partner    
Program date:  
Monday   Nov 16     10-10:45 a.m.  

“T” is for Turkeys 
Learn what makes turkeys special and what they like to eat. Play 
a game and learn a song. 
Age: 3-4 year olds plus adult partner    
Program dates: (pick one of the following) 
Friday       Nov 13   10-10:45 a.m.  
Saturday     Nov 21  10-10:45 a.m.  
Wednesday      Nov 25   10-10:45 a.m.  



Nov Programs Cont... 

Young Naturalist Programs 

5-7 year olds.  Adults encouraged to 
stay and enjoy the program. 

“E” is for Elk 
Learn about this large relative of the deer through hands-on  
activities. Touch antlers, hide, feet and much more! 
Age: 5-7    
Program date:  
Saturday     Nov 21   10-10:45 a.m.  

“T” is for Turkeys 
Learn what makes turkeys special and what they like to eat.  
Play a game and learn a song. 
Age: 5-7    
Program date:  
Saturday     Nov 14  10-10:45 a.m.  

We are always adding new and fun programs 

that are scheduled after this booklet is  

released!  Follow our Facebook page or sign 

up for email notifications for Pop-up programs! 



Nov Programs Cont... 

Archery Basics 
Ever wanted to try hunting with a bow? Trained staff will teach you 
how to shoot a compound bow and practice your marksmanship 
on our 3-D animal or bulls-eye targets. 
Age: 8-12  
Program dates: (pick one of the following) 
Thursday  Nov 12   6-7:00 p.m.  
Saturday   Nov 14  1-2:00 p.m. OR  2-3:00 p.m. 

Terrific Turkeys 
Explore how to identify the difference between hens and gobblers. 
Learn about turkey habitat, what their calls mean and much more. 
Age: 8-12        
Program date: (pick one of the following) 
Saturday  Nov 7    10-11:00 a.m. OR 1-2 p.m. 

Pellet Gun Basics 
Learn basic gun safety, shooting positions and techniques that 
will help you become a more successful hunter.  Your shooting 
skills and safe gun handling will improve with every shot.   
Age: 8-12  
Program dates: (pick one of the following) 
Tuesday   Nov 17  6-7:00 p.m. 
Saturday  Nov 21  1-2:00 p.m. OR  2-3:00 p.m. 

Jr. Naturalist Programs 

8-12 year olds 

Group Programs 

 The Outdoor Campus-West staff can provide a 

program just for you & and your group.  All you 

need is at least 10 people who want to do a pro-

gram together! Grab an orange Group Program 

Brochure or check online for more information on 

booking your own program! 



Family Programs 

All ages, unless otherwise listed          

Nov Programs Cont... 

Geocaching 
Learn how to use a GPS unit to find hidden treasure on Campus. 
Be sure to wear warm clothes for this high-tech scavenger hunt. 
GPS units will be provided. 
Age: all, under 8 year olds must be accompanied by an adult  
Program date: (pick one of the following) 
Saturday  Nov 7  11-12:00 noon OR 2-3:00 p.m. 

Pellet Gun Challenge 
Learn basic gun safety, shooting positions and techniques. Your 
shooting skills and safe gun handling will improve with every shot. 
Top off the evening with a fun team shooting competition. Both 
shooters MUST register. 
Age: Pairs of 1 adult and one child age 8 and up  
Program date:  
Thursday  Nov 19  6-7:00 p.m. 

Introduction to Archery 
Ever wanted to try hunting with a bow? Trained staff will teach you 
how to shoot a compound bow and practice your marksmanship on 
our 3-D animal or bulls-eye targets. Top off the evening with a fun 
team shooting competition. Both shooters MUST register. 
Age: Pairs of 1 adult and one child, 8 years old and up  
Program date: (pick one of the following) 
Saturday  Nov 28  10-11:00 a.m.        
       11-12:00 noon      
       1-2:00 p.m. 
       2-3:00 p.m. 

 

Choose 
One 

Follow our Facebook page or sign up for 

email notifications for Pop-up programs! 



Nov Programs Cont... 

Adult Programs 

18 and up. Please, do not bring 
children.  

 

Dutch Oven Cooking 
Learn the basics of cooking with a Dutch oven, and the special 
care needed for cast iron cookware. All materials will be supplied 
for some yummy recipes, so come hungry!  Program will include 
taste testing of recipes! 
Age: adult (no children please)        
Program date:  
Tuesday        Nov 17    5:30-8:00 p.m.  

Pellet Gun Challenge 
Learn basic gun safety, shooting positions and techniques. Your 
shooting skills and safe gun handling will improve with every shot.  
Age: adult (no children please)  
Program date:  
Tuesday   Nov 17  7-8:00 p.m. 

Turkey Wing Bone Calls 
Save those wing bones from your wild turkeys or from the holiday 
meals. Learn how to clean them up and put them together so you 
can call up a big gobbler next spring! Material will be provided for 
this project.  
Age: adult (no children please)      
Program date:     
Tuesday   Nov 24  6-8:00 p.m.    

Check out our wild game recipes online! 

www.outdoorcampus.org 

 



Special Events 

 *no pre-registration required* 

Halloween Hike 
Wear your costumes and come to The Outdoor Campus-West 
for fun games, crafts and an evening hike. This evening is for 
the whole family, with hikes for both younger children, and older 
children and adults. (No scary haunted house!) 
 
Friday   Oct 30  5-8:30 p.m. 

Turkey Trivia Trail 
Hike through the exhibits and along our outside trails to learn 
some interesting Turkey Trivia!  Did you know they are related to 
pheasants? This is a great way to walk off  those Thanksgiving 
treats! 
 
 Saturday  Nov 28  10a.m.-3 p.m. 

Follow our Facebook page or sign up for 

email notifications for Pop-up programs! 



Give Back... 

Volunteer at  

The Outdoor Campus-West 

Become a member of South Dakota Game, Fish and 

Parks’ large and diverse volunteer team at  

The Outdoor Campus-West. 

Benefits Of Volunteering! 

Provide a Positive Impact for Our Community 

Education Opportunities 

Develop New Skills 

Make New Friends 

Earn Written Reference for Continuing  

 Education and Scholarships 

Receive School Credit 

Register Early for Programs 

To Become a Volunteer 

 Program Assistant 

 Special Events 

 Information Desk 

 Gardening 

 Roving Interpretation 

 Landscaping 

 And much, much, more... 

 Apply online for volunteer 

service at 

www.outdoorcampus.org OR 

pick up a paper application at 

The Outdoor Campus-West 

 Call to schedule an interview 

 Complete volunteer orientation 

and training 

For more info, contact Luke Mickelson at  

(605) 394-2538 or 

 luke.mickelson@state.sd.us 

Opportunities Available 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Information 

 
The Outdoor Campus-West 
4130 Adventure Trail 
Rapid City, SD 57702 
(605) 394-2310 
 
Email: 
tocwest@state.sd.us 

www.outdoorcampus.org 
Facebook: outdoorcampuswest 
Twitter: outdrcampuswest 


