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AGENDA 
Game, Fish, and Parks Commission 

Thursday, May 3, 2012, 1-5 PM MDT 
Friday, May 4, 2012, 8 AM-Noon 

Blue Bell Lodge White Buffalo Room 
Custer State Park - 25453 US Hwy 87 

Custer, South Dakota 
 

 
Call to order 1 PM MDT 
 
Division of Administration 

Action items: 
1. Approve minutes of the April 4-5, 2012, meeting  

 http://gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/docs/minutes.pdf 
2. Additional Commissioner Salary Days  
3. License List Requests 
4. Wildlife and Snowmobile FY13 Budget Approval  

Information items: 
5. License Sales Report 

 
Open Forum  
   
 
Hunting Season Proposals  

6. West River Deer Hunting Season 
7. Black Hills Deer Hunting Season 
8. Archery Deer Hunting Season 
9. Muzzleloader Deer Hunting Season 
10. Youth Deer Hunting Season 
11.  Archery Antelope Hunting Season 
12.  Fall Turkey Hunting Seasons 
13.  Furbearers/Trapping Season 
14.  Muskrat Shooting Season 
15.  August Management Take Goose  
16.  Rule Reduction Initiative 

 
Division of Parks and Recreation 

Action items: 
17.  Big Sioux Land Acquisition 

Information items: 
18.  Fort Randall Concession Marina  
19.  Revenue and Visitation Report  
20.  Custer State Park Mountain Pine Beetle (1 hour tour) 
21.  Wind Cave/Custer State Park Boundary Fence Agreement  

 
Agency Partner Reports   
 Black Hills Group 
 Big Horn Sheep Management   

http://gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/docs/minutes.pdf
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 Black Hills Forest Service  
 
Division of Wildlife 

Information items: 
22.  Deer population reports 
23.  Sportsmen Against Hunger  
24.  Fish spawning update  
25.  June Statewide RAP Conference  
26.  Lifetime licenses and SD residency 
27.  Public Water Zoning-Family Park 
28.  Elk Research Update  
29.  Landowner Preference Point System 
30.  Overall Preference Point System   

 
 
Adjourn 
 
Next meeting information: 
June 7-8 @ Pierre Ramkota 

























APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 
 

GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
West River Deer Hunting Season   

Chapter 41:06:20 
 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
Season Dates: Units 30A (Gregory) and 50A (Mellette) November 3-6 and November 19-25, 2012 
  Units 24A (Dewey), 64A (Ziebach) November 3-25, 2012 
  20A (Corson) 
  All other units  November 10-25, 2012 
 
  Antlerless Tags Only:  September 29 – October 14, 2012 
     December 29, 2012 – January 6, 2013 
 
Open Area: See the attached map 
 
Licenses: Residents: 2,625 one-tag, 16,735 two-tag, and 3,340 three-tag licenses 
  Nonresidents: 212 one-tag, 1,342 two-tag, and 268 three-tag licenses 
 
Requirements and Restrictions: 
1. 500 resident and 500 nonresident “any deer” licenses are available through the “Special Buck” 

application. 
2. One-half of the licenses allocated in each unit are available for landowner/operator preference 

applicants. 
3. Landowners may also purchase an “any deer” or “any deer + any antlerless deer” license that is 

valid only on their property as long they do not hold a regular West River deer license that allows 
the harvest of a buck. 

4. Only persons using a wheelchair may apply for the licenses in Stanley County (Unit 58D) 
designated as a special “Hunters with Disabilities” unit. 

 
Recommended changes from last year:  
1. Adjust resident license numbers by increasing one-tag licenses by 1,590, increasing two-tag 

licenses by 830 (1,660 tags), and decreasing three-tag licenses by 4,960 (14,880 tags) 
compared to 2011. 

2. Adjust nonresident license numbers by increasing one-tag licenses by 128, increasing two-tag 
licenses by 67 (134 tags), and decreasing three-tag licenses by 397 (1,191 tags) compared to 
2011. 

3. Modify the boundary description for Unit WRD-27L to add some additional public lands adjacent 
to the Cheyenne River and Angostura Reservoir and to make the unit boundary more easily 
identifiable for hunters. 

4. Only unfilled “antlerless deer” and “antlerless whitetail deer” tags are valid during the antlerless 
deer season extension beginning the Saturday after Christmas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
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West River Buck Harvest
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West River Doe Harvest
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APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 
 



WEST RIVER DEER UNITS 

 
West River Deer License & Tag Numbers 

Unit Licenses Tags Licenses Tags Unit Licenses Tags Licenses Tags
02A 900 1,800 72 144 39A 400 800 32 64
02C 400 400 32 32 39B 350 800 28 64
11A 350 700 28 56 41A 700 1,600 56 128
11B 340 900 28 74 45A 800 2,000 64 160
15A 1,100 1,900 88 152 45B 350 900 28 72
15B 850 1,700 68 136 45C 50 120 5 12
20A 550 1,100 44 88 45D 100 200 9 18
21A 400 400 32 32 49A 950 1,900 76 152
21B 150 150 12 12 49B 1,500 3,400 120 272
24A 500 1,000 40 80 50A 500 1,250 40 100
24B 20 40 2 4 50B 800 1,950 64 156
27A 150 150 12 12 53A 850 1,700 68 136
27B 750 1,300 60 104 53C 1,100 2,200 88 176
27L 15 15 2 2 53L 15 30 2 4
30A 1,150 2,500 92 200 58A 700 950 56 76
30B 1,150 2,500 92 200 58D 10 10 2 2
31A 850 1,700 68 136 60A 1,900 4,300 152 344
35A 400 550 32 44 64A 650 1,300 52 104
35C 450 750 36 60 65A 100 150 8 12
35L 100 100 8 8 67A 300 900 24 72

Resident Nonresident Resident Nonresident

 



West River Deer - 2012

Unit
Resident Licenses Nonresident Licenses License Totals

AnyD AtlD AD+2AtlD 3 AtlD AD+AtlD 2 AtlD AnyW AtlW AW+2AtlW 3 AtlW AW+AtlW 2 AtlW AnyD AtlD AD+2AtlD 3 AtlD AD+AtlD 2 AtlD AnyW AtlW AW+2AtlW 3 AtlW AW+AtlW 2 AtlW RES RES RES RES RES NR NR NR NR NR
01 03 06 07 08 09 11 13 16 17 18 19 01 03 06 07 08 09 11 13 16 17 18 19 1-tag 2-tag 3-tag Licenses Tags 1-tag 2-tag 3-tag Lic Tags

02A 500 100 300 40 8 24 900 900 1800 72 72 144
02C 350 50 28 4 400 400 400 32 32 32
11A 150 100 100 12 8 8 350 350 700 28 28 56
11B 120 120 100 10 10 8 120 220 340 900 10 18 28 74
15A 300 550 250 24 44 20 300 800 1,100 1,900 24 64 88 152
15B 700 150 56 12 850 850 1,700 68 68 136
20A 150 150 250 12 12 20 550 550 1,100 44 44 88
21A 250 150 20 12 400 400 400 32 32 32
21B 150 12 150 150 150 12 12 12
24A 150 100 250 12 8 20 500 500 1,000 40 40 80
24B 10 10 1 1 20 20 40 2 2 4
27A 150 12 150 150 150 12 12 12
27B 200 100 300 150 16 8 24 12 200 550 750 1,300 16 44 60 104
27L 15 2 15 15 15 2 2 2
30A 600 200 350 48 16 28 950 200 1,150 2,500 76 16 92 200
30B 600 200 350 48 16 28 950 200 1,150 2,500 76 16 92 200
31A 600 100 150 48 8 12 850 850 1,700 68 68 136
35A 250 150 20 12 250 150 400 550 20 12 32 44
35C 150 300 12 24 150 300 450 750 12 24 36 60
35L 100 8 100 100 100 8 8 8
39A 200 50 150 16 4 12 400 400 800 32 32 64
39B 150 100 100 12 8 8 250 100 350 800 20 8 28 64
41A 350 150 200 28 12 16 500 200 700 1,600 40 16 56 128
45A 400 250 150 32 20 12 400 400 800 2,000 32 32 64 160
45B 150 150 50 12 12 4 150 200 350 900 12 16 28 72
45C 30 20 3 2 30 20 50 120 3 2 5 12
45D 40 60 4 5 100 100 200 9 9 18
49A 700 100 150 56 8 12 950 950 1,900 76 76 152
49B 700 400 400 56 32 32 1,100 400 1,500 3,400 88 32 120 272
50A 250 150 100 20 12 8 250 250 500 1,250 20 20 40 100
50B 450 150 200 36 12 16 450 350 800 1,950 36 28 64 156
53A 300 350 200 24 28 16 850 850 1,700 68 68 136
53C 500 500 100 40 40 8 1,100 1,100 2,200 88 88 176
53L 15 2 15 15 30 2 2 4
58A 300 150 250 24 12 20 450 250 700 950 36 20 56 76
58D 5 5 1 1 10 10 10 2 2 2
60A 800 600 500 64 48 40 1,400 500 1,900 4,300 112 40 152 344
64A 300 100 250 24 8 20 650 650 1,300 52 52 104
65A 50 50 4 4 50 50 100 150 4 4 8 12
67A 200 100 16 8 300 300 900 24 24 72

TOTAL 2,270 155 200 100 9,055 2,200 200 2,420 620 4,070 1,410 183 13 16 8 727 176 16 194 50 326 113 2,625 16,735 3,340 22,700 46,115 212 1,342 268 1,822 3,700

Unit AnyD AtlD AD+2AtlD 3 AtlD AD+AtlD 2 AtlD AnyW AtlW AW+2AtlW 3 AtlW AW+AtlW 2 AtlW AnyD AtlD AD+2AtlD 3 AtlD AD+AtlD 2 AtlD AnyW AtlW AW+2AtlW 3 AtlW AW+AtlW 2 AtlW RES RES RES RES RES NR NR NR NR NR
01 03 06 07 08 09 11 13 16 17 18 19 01 03 06 07 08 09 11 13 16 17 18 19 1-tag 2-tag 3-tag Licenses Tags 1-tag 2-tag 3-tag Lic Tags

RES & NR: 2,837 18,077 3,608 24,522 49,815



WEST RIVER DEER
2011--2012 Comparison

Unit 2011 
Resident 
Licenses

2012 
Resident 
Licenses

#   
Change

% 
Change

2011 
Resident 

Tags

2012 
Resident 

Tags
# 

Change
% 

Change
02A 1,000 900 -100 -10% 2,000 1,800 -200 -10%
02C 700 400 -300 -43% 1,400 400 -1,000 -71%
11A 350 350 0 0% 1,050 700 -350 -33%
11B 300 340 40 13% 900 900 0 0%
15A 1,350 1,100 -250 -19% 2,700 1,900 -800 -30%
15B 1,000 850 -150 -15% 2,000 1,700 -300 -15%
20A 750 550 -200 -27% 1,800 1,100 -700 -39%
21A 550 400 -150 -27% 1,100 400 -700 -64%
21B 250 150 -100 -40% 500 150 -350 -70%
24A 600 500 -100 -17% 1,800 1,000 -800 -44%
24B 20 20 0 0% 40 40 0 0%
27A 300 150 -150 -50% 300 150 -150 -50%
27B 800 750 -50 -6% 1,400 1,300 -100 -7%
27L 25 15 -10 -40% 25 15 -10 -40%
30A 1,150 1,150 0 0% 2,500 2,500 0 0%
30B 1,150 1,150 0 0% 2,500 2,500 0 0%
31A 950 850 -100 -11% 2,700 1,700 -1,000 -37%
35A 500 400 -100 -20% 1,000 550 -450 -45%
35C 600 450 -150 -25% 1,200 750 -450 -38%
35L 200 100 -100 -50% 200 100 -100 -50%
39A 550 400 -150 -27% 1,500 800 -700 -47%
39B 350 350 0 0% 1,050 800 -250 -24%
41A 750 700 -50 -7% 2,250 1,600 -650 -29%
45A 750 800 50 7% 1,750 2,000 250 14%
45B 350 350 0 0% 850 900 50 6%
45C 50 50 0 0% 100 120 20 20%
45D 100 100 0 0% 200 200 0 0%
49A 1,000 950 -50 -5% 2,150 1,900 -250 -12%
49B 1,400 1,500 100 7% 4,200 3,400 -800 -19%
50A 500 500 0 0% 1,500 1,250 -250 -17%
50B 800 800 0 0% 2,400 1,950 -450 -19%
53A 1,000 850 -150 -15% 2,000 1,700 -300 -15%
53C 1,250 1,100 -150 -12% 2,500 2,200 -300 -12%
53L 35 15 -20 -57% 70 30 -40 -57%
58A 850 700 -150 -18% 1,450 950 -500 -34%
58D 10 10 0 0% 10 10 0 0%
60A 1,800 1,900 100 6% 4,100 4,300 200 5%
64A 750 650 -100 -13% 1,800 1,300 -500 -28%
65A 100 100 0 0% 150 150 0 0%
67A 300 300 0 0% 600 900 300 50%

TOTAL 25,240 22,700 -2,540 -10% 57,745 46,115 -11,630 -20%

Note:  An additional 8% of the number of licenses will be available to nonresidents.



GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Black Hills Deer Hunting Season 

Chapter 41:06:19 
 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
 
WILDLIFE DIVISION RECOMMENDATION 
 
Season Dates:  November 1-30, 2012 
 
Open Area: Black Hills 
   
Licenses: 200 resident and 16 nonresident “Any” deer licenses 
  3,000 resident and 240 nonresident “Any Whitetail” deer licenses 
  150 resident and 12 nonresident “Antlerless Whitetail” deer licenses 
 
Requirements and Restrictions: 
 
1. One-half of the resident licenses allocated for each unit are available for landowner preference. 
 
Recommended changes from last year:  
 
1. Offer residents 200 and nonresidents 16 fewer “Any” deer licenses than 2011. 
2. Offer residents 500 and nonresidents 40 fewer “Any Whitetail” deer licenses than 2011. 
3. Offer residents 50 and nonresidents 4 fewer “Antlerless Whitetail” deer licenses than 2011. 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
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APPROVE ____        MODIFY ____           REJECT ____          NO ACTION ____ 



BLACK HILLS DEER UNITS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BH1 – All of the area in BD1, BD2, BD3 and BD4 

 
Black Hills Deer Licenses - 2012 

 

"Any Deer" "Any Whitetail" "Any Deer" "Any Whitetail"
BH1 200 3,000 16 240

"Anterless Deer" "Anterless Whitetail" "Anterless Deer" "Anterless Whitetail"
BD1 0 150 0 12
BD2 0 0 0 0
BD3 0 0 0 0
BD4 0 0 0 0

Resident Licenses Nonresident Licenses

 
 



Black Hills Deer - 2012

Resident Licenses Nonresident Licenses
Any D Any WT Atl Whitetail Any D Any WT Atl Whitetail RES RES RES RES NR NR NR NR

01 11 13 01 11 13 1-tag 2-tag Lic Tags 1-tag 2-tag Lic Tags

BD1 150 12 150 150 150 12 12 12
BD2
BD3
BD4
BH1 200 3,000 16 240 3,200 3,200 3,200 256 256 256

TOTAL 200 3,000 150 16 240 12 3,350 3,350 3,350 268 268 268
Any D Any WT Atl Whitetail Any D Any WT Atl Whitetail RES RES RES RES NR NR NR NR

01 11 13 01 11 13 1-tag 2-tag Lic Tags 1-tag 2-tag Lic Tags
3,618 3,618 3,618

Unit

Unit

License Totals

RES and NR:



BLACK HILLS DEER
2011--2012 Comparison

Resident Licenses

Unit
Any   Deer Any Whitetail Antlerless Whitetail

Year Change Year Change Year Chage
2011 2012 # % 2011 2012 # % 2011 2012 # %

BD1 200 150 -50 -25%
BD2
BD3
BD4
BH1 400 200 -200 -50% 3,500 3,000 -500 -14%

TOTAL 400 200 -200 -50% 3,500 3,000 -500 -14% 200 150 -50 -25%

Note:  An additional 8% of the number of licenses will be available to nonresidents.



APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 
 

GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Archery Deer Hunting Season 
Chapter 41:06:22 and Chapter 41:03:01 

 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
Season Dates:  September 22, 2012 – January 15, 2013  
 
Open Area: Statewide 
 
Licenses: Unlimited resident “any deer” licenses 
  Unlimited resident single and double tag “any antlerless deer” licenses 
 
Requirements and Restrictions: 
1. A person may purchase no more than five (5) archery deer licenses regardless of type. 
2. Resident and nonresident hunters may purchase one (1) statewide “any deer” license.  

Residents may purchase one (1) statewide “any antlerless deer” single-tag license.  Single and 
double tag “any antlerless deer” licenses can be purchased for all areas open to archery deer 
hunting excluding the Black Hills Fire Protection District (no “any antlerless deer” license valid) 
and designated counties (Brookings, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, 
Minnehaha, Moody, Roberts, Turner, and Yankton) in eastern South Dakota (one “any antlerless 
deer” license is valid). 

3. Shooting hours are ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset. 
4. From Jan 1-15, all licenses are valid for antlerless deer only. 
5. Sand Lake NWR is open Oct 15 – Jan 15, except during the Sand Lake NWR firearm deer 

season. 
6. Waubay Lake State Game Refuge and Waubay National Wildlife Refuge in Day County are 

open through Dec 31, except during refuge deer seasons. 
7. Lacreek NWR is open through Dec 31, except during the Lacreek NWR firearm deer seasons. 
8. Licensees must obtain an access permit from the Department issued by lottery drawing before 

hunting the Adams Homestead and Nature Preserve and the Blood Run Nature Area. 
 
Recommended changes from last year: 
 
1. Add Brookings, Deuel, Hamlin, and McCook counties to the restricted area where only one (1) 

single tag antlerless deer license is valid. 
2.  “Any antlerless deer” licenses are not valid for the Sand Lake NWR. 
3. Modify rule to allow 45 “antlerless deer” and 5 “any deer” resident licensees to hunt deer at the 

Adams Homestead and Nature Preserve and 5 “antlerless deer” and 5 “any deer” resident 
licensees to hunt deer at the Blood Run Nature Area through the issuance of “Access Permits” 
issued via lottery drawing by the Department. 

4. Modify existing rule to allow an individual with a valid “Access Permit” to possess an uncased 
bow and to allow the use of bow and arrow to hunt deer and turkey within the Blood Run Nature 
Area. 

 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
The proposed recommended change to rule would authorize the possession of uncased bows within 
Blood Run Nature Area by the licensed hunters possessing limited access permits for archery 
hunting during established season dates.  With the number of private residences that surround the 
Blood Run Nature Area and year-round trail use at the site, it is the Department’s desire to offer low-
impact hunting opportunities at this area, but limit it to archery only for safety reasons. 
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Archery Buck Harvest
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APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 
 

Archery Doe Harvest
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 APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 

GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
General Muzzleloading Deer Hunting Season  

Chapter 41:06:45 and Chapter 41:06:04 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
Season Dates:   December 1, 2012 – January 15, 2013 
 
Open Area: Statewide 
 
Licenses: 1,000 “any deer” licenses 
  Unlimited single and double “any antlerless deer” licenses 
 
Requirements and Restrictions: 
 
1. A hunter may possess no more than five (5) general muzzleloading deer license of any type. 
2. Only residents are eligible to apply for “any deer” tags. 
3. Both residents and nonresidents may purchase “any antlerless deer” licenses.  One (1) 

statewide single-tag license can be purchased.  Single and double tag “any antlerless deer” 
licenses can be purchased for all areas open to muzzleloader deer hunting excluding the Black 
Hills Fire Protection District and designated counties (Brookings, Codington, Deuel, Grant, 
Hamlin, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Minnehaha, Moody, Roberts, Turner, and Yankton) in eastern 
South Dakota. 

4. Shooting hours are ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset. 
5. From Jan 1-15, all licenses are valid for antlerless deer only. 
6. Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Lacreek National Wildlife Refuge, Lake Andes National 

Wildlife Refuge, Waubay National Wildlife Refuge, Waubay State Game Refuge, Farm Island 
State Recreation Area, LaFramboise Island Nature Area, and the Fort Meade Bureau of Land 
Management South unit and the signed portion of the North unit are closed to general 
muzzleloading deer hunting. 

 
Recommended changes from last year: 
 
1. Add Brookings, Deuel, Hamlin, and McCook counties to the restricted area where only one (1) 

single tag antlerless deer license is valid. 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
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Muzzleloader Buck Harvest
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 APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 



Muzzleloader Doe Harvest
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 APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 



GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Youth Deer Hunting Season   

Chapter 41:06:44 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
Season Dates:  September 8, 2012 – January 15, 2013 
 
Open Area: Statewide 
 
Licenses: Single tag “any antlerless deer” licenses 
 
Requirements and Restrictions: 
 
1. Both residents and nonresidents that have not reached the age of 18 years old on June 30 may 

purchase a youth deer license. 
2. Allow a resident parent and/or guardian to purchase a Youth Deer license. 
3. Each hunter must be accompanied by an adult while hunting. 
4. Shooting hours are ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset.  
5. Receipt of a license does not affect eligibility for other seasons. 
6. Hunters may purchase up to two (2) youth deer licenses. 
7. Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Lacreek National Wildlife Refuge, Lake Andes National 

Wildlife Refuge, Waubay National Wildlife Refuge, Waubay State Game Refuge, Farm Island 
State Recreation Area, LaFramboise Island Nature Area, and the Fort Meade Bureau of Land 
Management South unit and the signed portion of the North unit are closed to youth deer 
hunting. 

 
Recommended change from last year:   
 
1.   Add Brookings, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Minnehaha, Moody, 

Roberts, Turner and Yankton counties to the restricted area where only one youth deer license 
is valid. 

 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 

 

APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 
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Archery, Muzzleloader & Youth Deer Hunting Seasons 
2012 “Antlerless Licenses” Restrictions 

 
Archery and Muzzleloader Seasons 
 

1. Single and double tag antlerless licenses are available in all areas open to 
archery and muzzleloading hunting where no restrictions apply. 

 
2. For both archery and muzzleloader hunting seasons, the following 

restrictions apply:  1) anterless deer licenses are not available in the Black 
Hills Fire Protections District; and 2) only one (1) single tag antlerless deer 
license is valid in Brookings, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Lake, 
Lincoln, McCook, Minnehaha, Moody, Roberts, Turner, and Yankton 
counties in eastern South Dakota. 

 
3. Archery antlerless deer licenses are not valid on Sand Lake National 

Wildlife Refuge in Brown County. 
 
Youth Season 
 

1. Hunters may purchase up to two (2) youth deer licenses, with only one (1) 
youth deer license valid within the Black Hills Fire Protection District and 
the counties of Brookings, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Lake, Lincoln, 
McCook, Minnehaha, Moody, Roberts, Turner, and Yankton. 

 
Antlerless Licenses Restrictions 

 



GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Archery Antelope Hunting Season   

Chapter 41:06:24 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
Season Dates:  August 18 – October 31, 2012 except when the prairie (firearm) antelope 

season is open. 
 
Open Area: All areas where the prairie (firearm) antelope season is open and Brule, Buffalo, 

Hand, and Campbell counties; and the portions of Custer and Pennington 
counties within the Black Hills Fire Protection District with special access 
permits.  

   
Licenses: Unlimited resident “any antelope” licenses. 
  Unlimited nonresident “any antelope” licenses. 
   
Requirements and Restrictions: 
 
1. A person may have only one (1) archery antelope license. 
2. Shooting hours are ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset. 
 
Recommended change from last year: 
 
1. Eliminate the two-tag license valid for one “any antelope” and one “doe-fawn” antelope. 
2. Include those portions of Custer and Pennington counties within the Black Hills Fire Protection 

District (except Custer State Park) and issue 5 special access permits via lottery drawing to those 
licensees who possess a valid “any antelope” resident archery license.  The special access 
permits may be issued by lottery drawing. 

 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
 

APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____  
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 APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 

GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season   

Chapter 41:06:14 
 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
Season Dates:  October 1, 2011 – January 31, 2013 
   
Licenses: Black Hills 2,500 resident and 200 nonresident one-tag “any turkey” 

licenses 
  ER Prairie Residents: 1,600 one-tag, 690 two-tag “any turkey” licenses 
  WR Prairie Unlimited resident and nonresident 2-tag “any turkey” 

licenses for the West River Prairie Unit (WR1). 
 
Requirements and Restrictions: 
 
1. One-half of the prairie licenses are available for landowner preference applicants. 
2. A person may apply for both a Black Hills license and a prairie unit license in the first drawing. 
3. A person is limited to a total of five (5) fall turkey licenses. 
4. Brookings, Marshall, Day, Roberts, Grant, Hutchinson and Turner, Minnehaha, Davison and 

Hanson, Deuel, and Moody counties, and the areas below Oahe Dam east of FASR 1806 and 
north of Hwy 14 in Stanley County, are designated for shotgun or archery hunting only. 

5. A person may not use any firearm on LaFramboise Island or on the south unit and the signed 
portion of the north unit of the Bureau of Land Management Fort Meade Recreation Area. 

6. Prairie units adjoining the Cheyenne and White Rivers include an adjacent area one mile wide 
on the opposite side of the river. 

7. No person may shoot a turkey that is in a tree or roost. 
 
Recommended changes from last year: 
 
1. Offer 490 more one-tag licenses and 1,630 fewer two-tag licenses for resident hunters on the 

East River Prairie Units. 
2. Offer 500 fewer one-tag licenses for resident hunters and 40 fewer one-tag licenses for 

nonresident hunters in the Black Hills. 
3. Close Harding and Turner counties to fall turkey hunting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
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Black Hills Fall Turkey
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FALL TURKEY UNITS 
 

 
 

Fall Turkey Licenses - 2012 
(All tags are for “any turkey”) 

 
 

Unit 1-tag 2-tag Unit 1-tag 2-tag
01A 60 23A 50
06A 40 36A 50
07A 130 37A 30
08A 50 44A 70
12A 180 52A 20
13A 150 62A 60
17A 350 NE1 1,000
19A 50 BH1 2,500  

 
West River Prairie Unit (WR1)—Unlimited resident and nonresident 2-tag “any turkey” licenses 



Fall Turkey - 2012

Resident Nonresident License Totals
Unit AnyT 2 AnyT AnyT 2 AnyT RES RES RES RES NR NR NR NR

31 37 31 37 1-tag 2-tag Licenses Tags 1-tag 2-tag Lic Tags
01A 60 60 60 60
06A 40 40 40 40
07A 130 130 130 130
08A 50 50 50 100
12A 180 180 180 360
13A 150 150 150 150
17A 350 350 350 700
19A 50 50 50 100
23A 50 50 50 50
36A 50 50 50 50
37A 30 30 30 30
44A 70 70 70 70
52A 20 20 20 20
61A
62A 60 60 60 120
NE1 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
BH1 2,500 200 2,500 2,500 2,500 200 200 200

TOTAL 4,100 690 200 4,100 690 4,790 5,480 200 200 200

Unit AnyT 2 AnyT AnyT 2 AnyT RES RES RES RES NR NR NR NR
31 37 31 37 1-tag 2-tag Licenses Tags 1-tag 2-tag Lic Tags

RES & NR: 4,300 690 4,990 5,680

West River Prairie Unit (WR1)--Unlimited resident and nonresident 2-tag "any turkey" licenses.



FALL TURKEY
2011--2012 Comparison

Unit
2011 

Resident 
Licenses

2012 
Resident 
Licenses

#   
Change

% 
Change

2011 
Resident 

Tags

2012 
Resident 

Tags
#   

Change % Change
01A 70 60 -10 -14% 70 60 -10 -14%
06A 50 40 -10 -20% 50 40 -10 -20%
07A 150 130 -20 -13% 150 130 -20 -13%
08A 60 50 -10 -17% 120 100 -20 -17%
12A 200 180 -20 -10% 400 360 -40 -10%
13A 150 150 0 0% 150 150 0 0%
17A 350 350 0 0% 700 700 0 0%
19A 50 50 0 0% 100 100 0 0%
23A 50 50 0 0% 50 50 0 0%
36A 60 50 -10 -17% 60 50 -10 -17%
37A 30 30 0 0% 30 30 0 0%
44A 80 70 -10 -13% 160 70 -90 -56%
52A 20 20 0 0% 20 20 0 0%
61A 30 0 -30 -100% 30 0 -30 -100%
62A 80 60 -20 -25% 160 120 -40 -25%
NE1 2,000 1,000 -1,000 -50% 3,500 1,000 -2,500 -71%
BH1 3,000 2,500 -500 -17% 3,000 2,500 -500 -17%
TOTAL 6,430 4,790 -1,640 -26% 8,750 5,480 -3,270 -37%

Note: An additional 8% of the number of licenses will be available to nonresidents for the Black Hills.
         Unlimited resident and nonresident 2-tag “any turkey” licenses for the West River Prairie Unit.



GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Beaver Trapping and Hunting Season 

Chapter 41:08:01 
 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
 
WILDLIFE DIVISION RECOMMENDATION 
   
Season Dates:  Area: 
 
Year-round Counties west of the Missouri River except that portion of the 

Black Hills Fire Protection District south of Interstate 90 and 
west SD Highway 79. 

 
November 3, 2012 – April 30, 2013 All counties east of the Missouri River and portions of the 

Black Hills Fire Protection District south of Interstate 90 and 
west of SD Highway 79 that are not owned by the US Forest 
Service. 

 
January 1 – March 31, 2013 US Forest Service land in the Black Hills Fire Protection 

District south of Interstate 90 and west of SD Highway 79. 
 
 
 
Recommended changes from last year:  None. 
 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
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*New harvest survey methodology used in 2010-11.    

APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 



GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Skunk, Opossum, Jackrabbit, Fox, Raccoon and Badger Season  

Chapter 41:08:01 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
Season Dates:  Year-round 
 
Open Area: Statewide 
 
Recommended changes from last year:  None 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
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 Other Furbearer Harvest
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 *New harvest survey methodology used in 2010-11. 

APPROVE ____       MODIFY ____       REJECT ____       NO ACTION ____ 
 



APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 

GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Bobcat Trapping and Hunting Season 

Chapter 41:08:01 
 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
Season Dates:                       Area: 
 
December 8, 2012 – February 15, 2013                    Counties west of the Missouri River except that  
                                                                                   portion of the Black Hills Fire Protection District  
                                                                                   south of Interstate 90 and west SD Highway 79. 
 
December 8, 2012 – December 30, 2012                  Buffalo, Brule, Charles Mix, Bon Homme, and  
                          Yankton counties. 
 
 
 
Requirements and Restrictions: 
 
1.  Trappers or hunters who participate in the bobcat season east river are limited to one bobcat per 
trapper or hunter. 
 
2.  A bobcat taken must be presented to a conservation officer or wildlife damage specialist for 
registration and tagging of the pelt within 5 days of harvest. Additionally, once the season has 
closed, an individual has 24 hours to notify a conservation officer or wildlife damage specialist of any 
untagged bobcats harvested during the season.  The pelt must be removed from the carcass and 
the carcass must be surrendered to the conservation officer or wildlife damage specialist. After the 
pelt has been tagged, it shall be returned to the hunter or trapper. Upon request, the carcass may be 
returned to the hunter or trapper after the carcass has been inspected and the lower jaw has been 
removed. A person may only possess, purchase or sell raw bobcat pelts that are tagged through the 
eyeholes with the tag provided by the department. 
 
 
 
Recommended changes from last year: 
 
1. Allow a limited season in certain counties east of the Missouri River with a limit of one bobcat 

per trapper or hunter. 
 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
 
Recently completed research has verified that there is a harvestable population of bobcats along the 
Missouri River in south central South Dakota.  The proposed season east river would allow trappers 
and hunters a unique opportunity to harvest a bobcat where previously this opportunity only existed 
in western South Dakota. 
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 APPROVE ____ MODIFY ____ REJECT ____ NO ACTION 
____ 
 

GAME, FISH AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Mink, Weasel and Muskrat Trapping Season 

Chapter 41:08:01 
 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal   May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing  June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization   June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
Mink and Weasel 
Season Dates:  November 3, 2012 – January 31, 2013 
 
Open Area: Statewide 
 
Muskrat 
Season Dates:  Area: 
 
Year-round All areas of the state, west of the Missouri River, except that 

portion of the Black Hills Fire Protection District south of 
Interstate 90 and west SD Highway 79. 

 
November 3, 2012 – April 30, 2013 All areas of the state, east of the Missouri River and portions 

of the Black Hills Fire Protection District south of Interstate 90 
and west of SD Highway 79. 

 
Requirements and Restrictions: 
 
1. Trapping on or in muskrat houses is prohibited from March 16 to the end of the season (April 

30). 
 
Recommended changes from last year:  None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
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Muskrat Harvest
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*New harvest survey methodology used in 2010-11. 

 APPROVE ____ MODIFY ____ REJECT ____ NO ACTION 
____ 
 



GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Trapping Prohibitions 

Chapter 41:08:02 
 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
   
Recommended changes from last year:  

 
1. Change the date that traps may be placed prior to the mink season to be consistent with other 

administrative rules (i.e. sunrise of opening day). 
2. Clarify the dimensions of colony traps used for muskrat trapping as round and square traps are 

now being used and current rule only addresses round traps. 
3. Require on public lands and public road rights-of-ways statewide, that body grip traps with an 

opening greater than 36 sq. inches (larger than 160 Conibears) when used in conjunction with 
any bait, lure, or scent be recessed a minimum of seven inches in cubbies, baited box traps, or 
bucket traps.  

 
 
 
 

 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
 
These recommended changes are to address administrative rules to become consistent with other 
rules pertaining to season dates, as well as, to clarify the dimensions for round and square muskrat 
traps as the current rule only refers to round traps. 
 
The recommend change regarding body grip trap restrictions is to address growing concerns from 
upland bird hunters that utilize hunting dogs on public lands and public road right-of-ways.  As fur 
prices have increased over the last several years, GFP has seen a significant increase in the 
number of baited box traps or bucket traps that are used on public lands and public road right-of-
ways.  These cubbies, baited box traps, or bucket traps are very effective at taking raccoons, 
opossum, and skunk; however, GFP has had three reported cases this past year of two dogs and a 
cat being killed in these trap sets.  By adopting these recommended changes, the possibility of 
unintentionally killing a dog in these types of sets should be significantly reduced. 
 
 

 

APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 



GAME, FISH AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Muskrat Hunting Season 

Chapter 41:08:01 
 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal   May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing  June 7, 2012  Pierre 
     Finalization   June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
Create a new administrative rule to initiate a limited hunting season for muskrats statewide to address damage 
to roads and other infrastructure as well as private property. 
 
 
 1. The season would be open from March 1 - August 31 statewide. 
 

2. Only landowners and/or operators on their own property and state, county, or township highway  
officials within public road right-of-ways, may shoot muskrats. 

 
 3.  Nontoxic shot is required for shotguns. 
  
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
 
During the 2012 legislative session, HB1117 was passed.  This legislation requires that the Game, Fish and 
Parks Commission promulgate rules to specify hunting seasons, hunting units, and other restrictions for the 
hunting or taking of muskrats necessary for the proper management of wildlife, which becomes effective on July 
1, 2012.  The passage of this bill was to address damage caused by muskrats to roads and other infrastructure, 
as well as, private property. 
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*New harvest survey methodology used in 2010-11. 
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Total GFP Muskrat Kill Permits Issued for 2010 and 2011 
 

 

 APPROVE ____ MODIFY ____ REJECT ____ NO ACTION ____ 
 



GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Goose Hunting Season   

Chapter 41:06:16 
 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012 Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012   Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012 Pierre 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 

Season Dates:  August 11-26, 2012 
    

Open Area: Brookings, Brown, Clark, Codington, Day, Deuel, Hamlin, Hanson, Grant, 
Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, Marshall, McCook, Minder, Minnehaha, Moody, 
Roberts, Spink and Union counties. 

 
Daily Bag Limit: 8 Canada geese 
 

Possession Limit: None 
 
Licenses: Residents only 
   
Requirements and Restrictions: 
 
1. Annual small game or combination license and  
      state migratory bird certification.  Federal waterfowl  
      stamp is not required. 
 

2. Shooting hours are one-half hour before sunrise to  
       sunset. 
 

3. All other restrictions are the same as during the Early Fall and Regular Canada Goose Season. 
 

Recommended changes from last year:  
 

1. Expand the open area to include the counties of Brown, Hutchinson, Spink and Turner (see 
map). 

 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
Resident Canada goose numbers have shown an increasing trend since the early 1990’s in South 
Dakota and are monitored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s annual May Breeding Waterfowl 
Survey.  Though the 2012 survey has not been conducted, this survey showed a spring population 
index of 227,000 Canada geese in South Dakota during 2011.  The most recent 3-year average 
(2009-2011) is 186,000 birds.  This is significantly higher than our management plan goal of 80,000-
90,000. 
 

These large numbers of resident Canada geese are causing significant crop depredation in eastern 
South Dakota.  Landowner tolerance to goose depredation has decreased over the years due to 
economic issues such as higher commodity prices and increased crop production costs.  Although 
most of our depredation problems with resident Canada geese are agricultural in nature, we are also 
experiencing urban goose problems, in particular, Sioux Falls. 
 

An estimated 30,300 Canada geese were harvested during the 2011 August Management Take.  In 
addition, harvest data for the Early Fall Canada Goose Season indicate 50,361 Canada geese were 
harvested in 2011, up from 44,139 in 2010. 
 

Geese
Harvested

2010 3,538 29,047
2011 3,211 30,300

Year Number 
Hunters

 

APPROVE ____     MODIFY ____       REJECT ____     NO ACTION ____ 
 



 
 

GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 
PROPOSAL 

 
Administrative Rules Reduction  

 
Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal  May 3-4, 2012  Custer State Park 
     Public Hearing June 7, 2012   Pierre 
     Finalization  June 7-8, 2012  Pierre 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
ACTION ITEM #1 
Repeal:  Uses of Parks and Public Lands  41:03:01:06.  Erection of signs --  Advertising -- Fences -- 
Prohibited. No person may post or erect signs, place or distribute advertising material, erect a fence 
or barrier, construct or occupy improvements, or enclose state-owned or controlled lands without 
written authorization from a representative of the department. 
 
Justification:  Consolidate with 41:03:01:10 (Action Item #2). 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #2 
Modify:  Uses of Parks and Public Lands  41:03:01:10.  Buildings, erection of signs, advertising and 
fences prohibited. No person may place, construct, or erect, or occupy any improvement or building 
or an addition attached to a trailer; post or erect signs, place or distribute advertising material, or 
erect a fence or barrier on lands owned, leased, managed, or controlled by the department or within 
the right-of-way of the George S. Mickelson Trail without written authorization from a representative 
of the department. 
 
Justification:  Modifying rule to include language from 41:03:01:10 (Action Item #1). 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #3 
Repeal:  Uses of Parks and Public Lands  41:03:01:22  Use of forest products. A person may not 
cut, destroy, remove, or transport any forest products from lands under the control of the department 
except as authorized by the terms of a permit or contract. 
 
Justification:  Covered in 41:03:01:05 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #4 
Repeal:  Uses of Parks and Public Lands  41:03:01:28  Restricted use of dam at East Vermillion 
Lake. No person may enter or walk upon the sloped portion of the primary spillway. The spillway is 
defined as the concrete area of the dam designed to discharge water from East Vermillion Lake into 
the Vermillion River. 
 
Justification:  Covered in 41:03:01:01 
 
 
 
 
APPROVE_____ MODIFY_____ REJECT_____ NO ACTION_____ 



 
 

 
ACTION ITEM #5 
Modify:  Park License and Trail Use Pass Licenses  41:03:03:06.01.  Annual park entrance license 
and annual trail use pass validity and expiration date. The annual park entrance license and annual 
trail use pass are is valid during the following periods of time: 
 
 (1)  Three months immediately preceding the calendar year for which it is issued; 
 (2)  The calendar year for which it is issued; and 

 (3)  Through the Sunday preceding Memorial Day weekend of the year following the year for 
which it is issued. 

 
Justification:  Modify rule to include annual trail use pass from rule 41:03:05:05 (Action Item #6). 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #6 

Repeal:  George S. Mickelson Trail User Service Fees  41:03:05:05.  Validity and expiration of 
annual trail user pass. An annual trail user pass is valid as follows: 

          (1)  Three months immediately preceding the calendar year for which it is issued; 

          (2)  The calendar year for which it is issued; and 

          (3)  Through the Sunday preceding the Memorial Day weekend of the year following the year 
for which it is issued. 

 
Justification:  Repeal rule as it has been consolidated with 41:03:03:06:01 (Action Item #5). 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #7 
Repeal:  Motorboats and Watercraft  41:04:05:07  Definition of underway. A boat is underway when, 
while upon the public waters, it is not at anchor, aground, or made fast to the shore. 
 
Justification:  Covered in SDCL 42-8-2.1 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #8 
Modify:  Application for License  41:06:01:10.  Prior application preference. Fifty percent of any 
licenses which are limited in number and are issued by application and computer drawing are set 
aside for landowner applications as described in § 41:06:01:07, unless otherwise provided in season 
rules for the Black Hills deer hunting season, West River deer hunting season except Special Buck 
licenses, East River deer hunting season except Special Buck licenses, Antelope hunting season, 
Spring Wild Turkey hunting season, and the Fall Wild Turkey hunting season.  If an applicant is 
unsuccessful in drawing a license for a first-choice unit in the initial drawing for a specific season, the 
applicant receives a preference point for that season. Preference points shall be applied to the 
subsequent initial drawing application submitted by the applicant for the season in which the 
preference points were earned. An applicant who fails to submit an initial drawing application in a 
single season for a period of five consecutive years forfeits any preference points accrued for that 
season. 
 
Modify:  Spring Turkey Season  41:06:13:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following applies to all applications for license and licenses issued under this chapter: 
 (3)  Except for Units BST-BH1, BST-BH2, and AST-ST1, 50 percent of the licenses allocated 

for each unit are available to persons with land occupant preference; 

Modify:  Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:14:05.  Application requirements and restrictions. 
The following applies to all applications for license and to all licensees under this chapter: 



 
 

 (2)  Except in units BFT-BH1 and PFT-WR1, 50 percent of the licenses allocated for each unit 
are available to persons with land occupant preference; 

Repeal:  Black Hills Deer Season  41:06:19:07.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following requirements and restrictions apply to all application for license under this chapter: 
 (2)  Fifty percent of the licenses allocated for each unit are available for land occupant 

preference 

Repeal:  West River Deer Season  41:06:20:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license under this chapter: 

  (2)  Fifty percent of the resident licenses allocated for each unit are available for land 
occupant preference; 

Repeal:  East River Deer Hunting  41:06:21:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following applies to all applications for license under this chapter: 
  (2)  Fifty percent of the licenses allocated for each unit shall be available for land occupant 

 preference; 

Repeal:  Antelope Hunting Season  41:06:23:05.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following applies to all applications for license and licensees pursuant to this chapter: 
  (2)  Fifty percent of the licenses allocated for each unit shall be available to persons with 

land occupant preference; and 
Justification:  Address the issuance of landowner preference in one rule to avoid duplication in 
multiple chapters.    

 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #9 
Modify:  License Forms and Fees  41:06:02:01:05  Nonresident small game license - Change of 
hunting period. A permit in lieu of a nonresident small game license shall be issued by any license 
agent of the department or authorized department representative if a nonresident small game 
licensee desires to change one or both five-day periods as specified on the licensee's nonresident 
small game hunting license. The permit may not be issued if the time period desired to be changed 
has already commenced. The original nonresident small game license shall be surrendered to the 
license agent or authorized department representative before a permit in lieu of nonresident small 
game license may be issued. The permit in lieu of nonresident small game license shall be issued 
without payment of a license fee; however, license agents may charge the license agent's fee 
established by SDCL 41-6-66.1 in issuing this permit. 
Suggested New Language for Rule:  If a nonresident small game licensee desires to change one or 
both five-day periods as specified on the licensee's nonresident small game hunting license, the 
licensee may change the periods through the online license system or any authorized license agent. 
An online revision of hunting periods for nonresident small game licenses shall be issued without 
payment of a license fee; authorized license agents may charge the license agent's fee established 
by SDCL 41-6-66.1 for revising nonresident small game license hunting periods. 
Hunting periods may not be changed if the time period desired to be changed has already 
commenced. 
 
Justification:  The Department no longer issue permits in lieu if a hunter desires to change dates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=41-6-66.1
http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=41-6-66.1


 
 

ACTION ITEM #10 
Repeal:  License Forms and Fees  41:06:02:02  Report required. Any hunter who receives a hunter 
report card shall complete the report card by providing the information requested and must deposit it 
in the mail within five days after the season ends or five days after receipt, whichever is later. Any 
hunter who receives a big game license shall place the incisor teeth from the big game animal killed 
and tagged in the envelope provided by the department and deposit the envelope in the mail within 
five days after the hunting season ends or five days after receipt of the envelope, whichever is later. 
 
Justification:  Not necessary to require submission of hunter report card and the Department is not 
collecting teeth samples through the mail. 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #11 
Modify:  License Forms and Fees  41:06:02:04.  Sale of lists of license holders 18 and over. The 
department may sell lists of its license holders. which contain no names or addresses of persons 
under the age of 18 at the time of licensure.  With approval of specific applications by the 
commission, the department may sell lists of its license holders which contain the names and 
addresses of persons under the age of 18 at the time of licensure provided the commission finds that 
the use of the list is not for the purpose of mailing of information, solicitation, or any other use of mail 
and advertising services for the promotion or advertisement of any form of gambling, alcoholic 
beverages, or offensive or pornographic matters or materials. 
 
Repeal:  License Forms and Fees  41:06:02:05.  Sale of lists of license holders containing names of 
persons under 18. With approval of specific applications by the commission, the department may sell 
lists of its license holders which contain the names and addresses of persons under the age of 18 at 
the time of licensure provided the commission finds that the use of the list is not for the purpose of 
mailing of information, solicitation, or any other use of mail and advertising services for the 
promotion or advertisement of any form of gambling, alcoholic beverages, or offensive or 
pornographic matters or materials. 
 
Justification:  Combine the two rules which apply to the sales of license lists. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #12 
Repeal:  Custer State Park Restrictions  41:06:07:07  Road use restricted -- Exception. During any 
Custer State Park hunting season, a person may not drive or ride as a passenger in a motor vehicle 
on any road or trail except those roads which are specifically designated on the park hunting maps 
as being open to and usable by hunters' vehicles. State park vehicles are excepted. 
 
Justification:  Covered in 41:03:02:01 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #13 
New rule: Big game licenses issued are valid only for the unit for which they are issued and entitle 
the licensee to hunt and possess one animal as specified by each tag issued with the license. 
 
Repeal:  Spring Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:13:03.  Licenses valid only for unit issued -- Bag 
and possession limit. Licenses issued under this chapter are valid only for the unit for which they are 
issued and entitle the licensee to hunt and possess one wild turkey as specified by each tag issued 
with the license. 
 
Repeal:  Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:14:03.  Bag and possession limit. The bag and 
possession limit is one wild turkey for each tag. 
 



 
 

Modify:  Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:14:04.  Licenses valid for unit specified. Licenses 
issued under this chapter are valid only for the unit for which they are issued. In those units adjoining 
the Cheyenne River or White River licenses are valid also in the adjacent unit within one mile of the 
common river boundary. 
 
Repeal:  Custer State Park Spring Turkey Season  41:06:15:03.  Bag and possession limit. Each 
licensee may hunt and possess one male wild turkey. 
 
Modify:  Black Hills Deer Season  41:06:19:04.  Special deer licenses -- Submission of tooth 
envelope -- Report card -- License restriction. Special deer licenses valid November 1 to November 
30, inclusive, are available by lottery to residents with an additional 8 percent of the special deer 
licenses available to nonresidents. The special deer license entitles the licensee to hunt and 
possess one deer as specified in the unit for which the licensee receives a license. The following is a 
description of the open units and the maximum number and type of licenses available in each unit: 
 
Repeal:  West River Deer Season  41:06:20:03.  Licenses valid only for the unit, number, and type 
of deer specified. Licenses issued under this chapter are valid only for the number and type of deer 
specified. Licenses are valid only in the unit for which they are issued. 
 
Repeal:  East River Deer Season  41:06:21:03.  License valid only for unit, number, and type of deer 
specified. Licenses issued under this chapter are valid only for the number of deer of the specified 
type and in the unit for which they are issued. 
 
Repeal:  Archery Deer Hunting Season  41:06:22:03.  Licenses valid in specific unit -- Archery only. 
Licenses issued under this chapter are valid for the number and type of deer specified, by bow and 
arrow only. Licenses are valid only for the unit in which they are issued. 
 
Repeal:  Antelope Hunting Season  41:06:23:04.  Licenses valid for unit specified -- Limit. Licenses 
issued under this chapter are valid only for the unit and the dates for which they are issued and 
entitle the licensee to hunt and possess the number and type of antelope specified. 
 
Repeal:  Archery Antelope Hunting Season  41:06:24:03.  Bag and possession limit -- Archery only. 
Licenses issued under this chapter entitle the licensee to hunt and possess the number and type of 
antelope specified by the license taken by bow and arrow only. 

Repeal:  Custer State Park Antelope Hunting  41:06:25:03.  License valid for dates and types 
specified. Licenses issued under this chapter entitle a licensee to hunt only during the period for 
which the license is issued and to possess one antelope. 
 
Repeal:  Black Hills Elk Hunting Season  41:06:26:03.  Licenses valid for type of elk and unit 
specified. Licenses issued under this chapter are valid for one elk of the specified type and in the 
unit for which they are issued. 
 
Repeal:  Custer State Park Elk Hunting Season  41:06:27:03.  License valid for dates and types 
specified. Licenses issued under this chapter entitle a licensee to hunt only during the period for 
which the license is issued and to possess one elk of the type for which the license is issued. 
 
Repeal:  Custer State Park Early Archery Elk Hunting Season  41:06:28:03.  Bag and possession 
limit -- Archery only. Licenses issued under this chapter entitle the licensee to hunt and possess one 
elk, by archery only. 
 
Repeal:  National Wildlife Refuge Deer Hunting Seasons  41:06:36:03.  Bag limit. A licensee may 
hunt and possess one deer per tag of the specified type taken in the unit for which the license is 
issued. 
 
Repeal:  Custer State Park Deer Hunting Season  41:06:41:03.  Bag and possession limit. Any 
license issued under this chapter entitles the licensee to hunt and possess the number and specified 
type of deer for which the license was issued. 
 



 
 

Repeal:  Archery Elk Hunting Season  41:06:43:03.  Bag and possession limit. A license issued 
under this chapter entitles the licensee to hunt and possess one elk taken by bow and arrow only. 
 
Repeal:  Youth Deer Hunting Season  41:06:44:03.  Licenses valid only for number and type of deer 
specified. Licenses issued under this chapter are valid for one deer of the type specified. 
 
Repeal:  General Muzzleloading Deer Hunting Season  41:06:45:03.  Licenses valid only for unit, 
number, and type of deer specified. Licenses issued under this chapter are valid only for the number 
of deer of the specified type and in the unit for which they are issued. 
 
Repeal:  Special Custer State Park Antlerless Elk Hunting Season  41:06:47:03.  Licenses valid for 
the dates and types specified. Licenses issued under this chapter entitle a licensee to hunt only 
during the period for which the license is issued and to harvest and possess one antlerless elk. 
 
Repeal:  Custer State Park Late Archery Hunting Season  41:06:48:03.  Bag and possession limit -- 
Archery only. Licenses issued under this chapter entitle the licensee to hunt and possess one elk, 
taken by archery only. 
 
Repeal:  Prairie Elk Hunting Season  41:06:59:03.  Licenses valid for type of elk and unit specified. 
Licenses issued under this chapter are valid for one elk of the specified type and in the unit for which 
they are issued. 
 
Repeal:  Mountain Lion Hunting Season  41:06:61:05.  Licenses valid only for unit specified. Any 
license issued under this chapter is only valid for the unit for which it was issued. 
 
Justification:  Create one rule which covers the criteria in which describes the validity of a license 
and reduce duplication amongst several chapters. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #14 
New rule: An additional number of big game licenses may be issued to nonresident hunters for the 
West River Prairie Deer Season except for unit WRD-58D, all west river prairie units for the Spring 
Wild Turkey Hunting Season, Black Hills unit for the Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season, Antelope 
Hunting Season, Black Hills Deer Season, and the National Wildlife Refuge Deer Seasons and will 
not exceed eight percent of the licenses established in each unit. 
 
Modify:  Spring Wild Turkey Season  41:06:13:02.  Open units -- Number and type of licenses 
available. The following is a description of the open units and the number and type of licenses 
available in each unit: 
An additional number of spring turkey licenses may be issued in the West River prairie units to 
nonresident applicants. The number may not exceed eight percent of the licenses established in 
each unit. 
 
Modify:  Fall Wild Turkey Season  41:06:14:02.  Black Hills and West River prairie units -- Number 
and type of licenses available -- Exceptions. The following is a description of the open Black Hills 
unit and the open West River prairie units and the maximum number and type of licenses available 
in each unit: 
An additional number of West River prairie turkey licenses may be issued to nonresident applicants 
in unit PFT-BH1. The number may not exceed 8 percent of the maximum number of licenses 
established in each unit. 
 
Modify:  Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:14:05.  Application requirements and restrictions. 
The following applies to all applications for license and to all licensees under this chapter: 

 (1)  Only residents of the state may apply for a license, except for the eight percent additional 
number of licenses available to nonresidents as provided in § 41:06:14:02; 

 



 
 

Modify:  Black Hills Deer Season  41:06:19:02.  Open Unit -- Number and type of licenses available.  
 Four hundred "any deer" licenses and 3,500 "any whitetail deer" licenses are available by 

lottery to residents with an additional 8 percent available to nonresidents. 
 
Modify:  Black Hills Deer Season  41:06:19:04.  Special deer licenses -- Submission of tooth 
envelope -- Report card -- License restriction. Special deer licenses valid November 1 to November 
30, inclusive, are available by lottery to residents with an additional 8 percent of the special deer 
licenses available to nonresidents. The special deer license entitles the licensee to hunt and 
possess one deer as specified in the unit for which the licensee receives a license. The following is a 
description of the open units and the maximum number and type of licenses available in each unit: 
 
Repeal:  Black Hills Deer Season  41:06:19:07.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following requirements and restrictions apply to all application for license under this chapter: 

 (1)  Only residents of the state may apply for a license, except for the eight percent additional 
number of licenses available to nonresidents as provided in §§ 41:06:19:02 and 
41:06:19:04; 

 
Modify:  West River Deer Season  41:06:20:02.  Open units -- Number and type of licenses 
available -- Exceptions. The following is a description of the open units and the maximum number 
and types of resident licenses available in each unit: 
An additional number of West River prairie deer hunting licenses may be issued to nonresident 
applicants. The number may not exceed eight percent of the maximum number of licenses 
established for each unit except for Unit WRD-58D. 
 
Repeal:  West River Deer Season  41:06:20:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license under this chapter: 

 (1)  Only residents of the state may apply for a license, except for the eight percent additional 
number of licenses available to nonresidents as provided in § 41:06:20:02; 

 
Modify:  Antelope Hunting Season  41:06:23:02.  Antelope West River units -- Number and type of 
licenses available -- Exceptions. The following is a description of the West River units and the 
maximum number and types of licenses available in each unit: 
An additional number of antelope hunting licenses may be issued to nonresident applicants. The 
number may not exceed eight percent of the maximum number of licenses established for each unit. 
 
Modify:  Antelope Hunting Season  41:06:23:03.  East River units -- Number and type of licenses 
available -- Exceptions. The following is a description of the East River units and the maximum 
number and types of licenses available in each unit: 
An additional number of antelope hunting licenses may be issued to nonresident applicants. The 
number may not exceed eight percent of the maximum number of licenses established for each unit. 
 
Repeal:  Antelope Hunting Season  41:06:23:05.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following applies to all applications for license and licensees pursuant to this chapter: 
 (1)  Only residents of the state may apply for a license, except for the eight percent additional 

number of licenses available to nonresidents as provided in §§ 41:06:23:02 and 
41:06:23:03; 

Modify:  National Wildlife Refuge Deer Hunting Seasons  41:06:36:02.  Sand Lake open units -- 
Number and type of licenses available. The following is a description of the units open to deer 
hunting on the Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge and the maximum number and type of licenses 
available in each unit: 
An additional number of Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge deer hunting licenses may be issued to 
nonresident applicants. The number may not exceed eight percent of the maximum number of 
licenses established for each unit. 
 



 
 

Modify:  National Wildlife Refuge Deer Hunting Seasons  41:06:36:02.01  Lacreek open units -- 
Number and type of licenses available. The following is a description of the units open to deer 
hunting on the Lacreek National Wildlife Refuge and the maximum number and type of licenses 
available in each unit: 
An additional number of Lacreek National Wildlife Refuge deer hunting licenses may be issued to 
nonresident applicants. The number may not exceed eight percent of the maximum number of 
licenses established for each unit. 
 
Modify:  National Wildlife Refuge Deer Hunting Seasons  41:06:36:02.02.  Waubay open units -- 
Number and type of licenses available. The following is a description of the units open to deer 
hunting on the Waubay National Wildlife Refuge and the maximum number and type of licenses 
available in each unit: 
An additional number of Waubay National Wildlife Refuge deer hunting licenses may be issued to 
nonresident applicants. The number may not exceed eight percent of the maximum number of 
licenses established for each unit. 
 
Repeal:  National Wildlife Refuge Deer Hunting Seasons  41:06:36:04.  Application requirements 
and restrictions. The following applies to all applications for license under this chapter: 

          (1)  Except for the nonresident licenses provided for in §§ 41:06:36:02, 41:06:36:02.01, and 
41:06:36:02.02, only residents of the state may apply for a license. 

 
Justification:  Create one rule which addresses the issuance of the number of nonresident licenses 
available, with that level not to exceed 8% unless the exception is listed. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #15 
Modify:  Fall Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:14:05.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following applies to all applications for license and to all licensees under this chapter: 
 (4)  A person may not shoot a turkey that is in a tree or roost; and 
Justification:  This rule is covered in 41:06:04:15. 

 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #16 

Modify:  Black Hills Deer Season  41:06:19:04.  Special deer licenses -- Submission of tooth 
envelope -- Report card -- License restriction. 
  Each successful licensee shall submit the two front incisor teeth in the tooth envelope 
provided and the hunter report card to the department within 48 hours following the kill. 
Unsuccessful licensees shall submit the hunter report card within 48 hours following the close of the 
special deer season. 
Justification:  Not necessary to require submission of hunter report card and the Department is not 
collecting teeth samples through the mail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ACTION ITEM #17 

Repeal:  Black Hills Deer Hunting Season  41:06:19:07.  Application requirements and restrictions. 
The following requirements and restrictions apply to all application for license under this chapter: 
 (3)  In units with more than one type of license available, applications shall list each type as a 
unit subdivision. 
Justification:  Bullet 3 is not needed.  Applicants submitting incomplete applications are contacted by 
the Department to address the issue. 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #18 

Repeal:  West River Deer Season  41:06:20:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license under this chapter: 
 (3)  In units with more than one type of license available, applications must list each type as a 
unit subdivision; 
 (4)  A qualifying landowner-operator and any member of the immediate family of the qualifying 
landowner-operator, who meets the requirements of § 41:06:01:07 to submit a landowner preference 
application and has not obtained a big game license that permits the harvest of a buck during the 
West River prairie deer season pursuant to SDCL 41-6-19, may apply for and receive one "any deer" 
license or one two-tag license valid for one "any deer" and one "antlerless deer" valid only on lands 
owned or leased for agricultural purposes within any unit of the West River deer hunting season. 
Justification:  Bullet 3 is not necessary (applicants submitting incomplete applications are contacted 
by the Department to address the issue) and bullet 4 is covered in state law. 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #19 

Repeal:  East River Deer Season  41:06:21:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following applies to all applications for license under this chapter: 
 (1)  Only residents of the state may apply for a license. However, nonresidents may apply for 
any unsold licenses left, after the initial first-come, first-served period established for residents; 
 (3)  In units with more than one type of license available, applications shall list each type as a 
unit subdivision; 
 (4)  A qualifying landowner-operator and any member of the immediate family of the qualifying 
landowner-operator, who meets the requirements of § 41:06:01:07 to submit a landowner preference 
application and has not obtained a big game license that permits the harvest of a buck during the 
East River deer season pursuant to SDCL 41-6-19, may apply for and receive one "any deer" 
license or one two-tag license valid for one "any deer" and one "antlerless deer" valid only on lands 
owned or leased for agricultural purposes within any unit of the East River deer hunting season. 
Justification:  Bullet (1) is covered in 41:06:01:09, bullet (3) is not necessary (applicants submitting 
incomplete applications are contacted by the Department to address the issue), and bullet (4) is 
covered in state law. 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #20 

New rule:  Licenses issued under the Archery Deer, Archery Antelope, Custer State Park Early 
Archery Elk, Archery Elk, and Custer State Park Late Archery Elk seasons are valid by the use of 
bow and arrow only.  
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Repeal:  Archery Deer Hunting Season  41:06:22:03.  Licenses valid in specific unit -- Archery only. 
Licenses issued under this chapter are valid for the number and type of deer specified, by bow and 
arrow only. Licenses are valid only for the unit in which they are issued.  (repealed in Action Item 
#13) 
 

Repeal:  Archery Antelope Hunting Season  41:06:24:03.  Bag and possession limit -- Archery only. 
Licenses issued under this chapter entitle the licensee to hunt and possess the number and type of 
antelope specified by the license taken by bow and arrow only.  (repealed in Action Item #13) 
 

Repeal:  Custer State Park Early Archery Elk Hunting Season  41:06:28:03.  Bag and possession 
limit -- Archery only. Licenses issued under this chapter entitle the licensee to hunt and possess one 
elk, by archery only.  (repealed in Action Item #13) 
 

Repeal:  Archery Elk Hunting Season  41:06:43:03.  Bag and possession limit. A license issued 
under this chapter entitles the licensee to hunt and possess one elk taken by bow and arrow only.  
(repealed in Action Item #13) 
 

Repeal:  Custer State Park Late Archery Elk Hunting Season  41:06:48:03.  Bag and possession 
limit -- Archery only. Licenses issued under this chapter entitle the licensee to hunt and possess one 
elk, taken by archery only.  (repealed in Action Item #13) 
 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #21 

Repeal:  Archery Deer Hunting Season  41:06:22:06.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license and to all licensees under 
this chapter: 
          (1)  Receipt of a license does not affect eligibility for other licenses issued under article 41:06 
          (2)  Land operator preference is not applicable to these licenses. 
Justification:  Landowner preference is not relevant to statewide seasons and receiving an archery 
deer tag has no bearing on drawing a license within another hunting season. 
 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #22 

Repeal:  Antelope Hunting Season  41:06:23:05.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following applies to all applications for license and licensees pursuant to this chapter: 

 (3)  A qualifying landowner-operator and any member of the immediate family of the qualifying 
landowner-operator, who meets the requirements of § 41:06:01:07 to submit a landowner 
preference application and has not obtained a big game license that permits the harvest of 
a buck during the firearm antelope season pursuant to SDCL 41-6-19, may apply for and 
receive one "any antelope" license or one two-tag license valid for one "any antelope" and 
one "doe-fawn antelope" valid only on lands owned or leased for agricultural purposes 
within any unit of the firearm antelope hunting season. 

Justification:  Rule is covered in state law. 
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ACTION ITEM #23 

Modify:  Custer State Park Antelope Hunting Season  41:06:25:01.  Custer State Park antelope 
hunting season established. The Custer State Park antelope hunting season is open within the 
boundaries of Custer State Park. However, no person may hunt antelope within 440 yards of any 
numbered Custer State Park road located within the park. 
Justification:  This is covered in 41:06:07:10 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #24 

New Rule:  Elk Application requirements. The following requirements and restrictions apply to all 
applications for license for the Black Hills Elk Season, Archery Elk Hunting Season, and Prairie Elk 
Hunting Season. 
 (1)  Only residents of the state may apply for license; 

 (2)  Except for qualifying landowner-operator applicants, and except as provided in 
§ 41:06:01:09, a person who received an elk hunting license in this season in the first 
lottery drawing in any of the nine preceding years may not apply for a license under this 
chapter for the next nine years; 

 (3)  Fifty percent of the licenses are available to persons who qualify for landowner-operator 
preference under the provisions of SDCL 41-6-21. A minimum of 240 acres of land within 
an elk unit which has had at least 500 days of elk use since the last day of the previous 
application period is required to qualify. An elk use day is any day an elk feeds or waters 
on private land. For purposes of elk preference eligibility, members of the qualifying 
landowner-operator's family including grandparents, parents, spouse, children, children's 
spouse, or grandchildren who live on the ranch or in the closest community and have an 
active role in the ranch operation also qualify. Only one qualifying applicant per ranch unit 
per year may apply for a landowner-operator preference elk license. A ranch unit is 
described as all private property owned and leased for agricultural purposes by written 
agreement by an individual qualifying landowner in the state. A ranch unit may not be 
subdivided for the purpose of qualifying for more than one landowner-operator preference 

 

Repeal:  Black Hills Elk Hunting Season  41:06:26:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. 
The following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license and to all licensees 
under this chapter: 
 (1)  Only residents of the state may apply for license; 

 (2)  Except for qualifying landowner-operator applicants, and except as provided in 
§ 41:06:01:09, a person who received an elk hunting license in this season in the first 
lottery drawing in any of the nine preceding years may not apply for a license under this 
chapter for the next nine years; 

 (3)  Fifty percent of the licenses are available to persons who qualify for landowner-operator 
preference under the provisions of SDCL 41-6-21. A minimum of 240 acres of land within 
an elk unit which has had at least 500 days of elk use since the last day of the previous 
application period is required to qualify. An elk use day is any day an elk feeds or waters 
on private land. For purposes of elk preference eligibility, members of the qualifying 
landowner-operator's family including grandparents, parents, spouse, children, children's 
spouse, or grandchildren who live on the ranch or in the closest community and have an 
active role in the ranch operation also qualify. Only one qualifying applicant per ranch unit 
per year may apply for a landowner-operator preference elk license. A ranch unit is 
described as all private property owned and leased for agricultural purposes by written 
agreement by an individual qualifying landowner in the state. A ranch unit may not be 
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subdivided for the purpose of qualifying for more than one landowner-operator 
preference; 

 

Repeal:  Archery Elk Hunting Season  41:06:43:04.  Restrictions for applications and licenses. The 
following restrictions apply to all applications for license and to all licensees under this chapter: 
 (1)  Only residents of the state may apply for license; 
 (2)  Fifty percent of the licenses are available to persons who qualify for landowner-operator 

preference under the provisions of SDCL 41-6-21. A minimum of 240 acres of land within 
an elk unit which has had at least 500 days of elk use since the last day of the previous 
application period is required to qualify. An elk use day is any day an elk feeds or waters 
on private land. For purposes of elk preference eligibility, members of the qualifying 
landowner-operator's family including grandparents, parents, spouse, children, children's 
spouse, or grandchildren who live on the ranch or in the closest community and have an 
active role in the ranch operation also qualify. Only one qualifying applicant per ranch unit 
per year may apply for a landowner-operator preference elk license. A ranch unit is 
described as all private property owned and leased for agricultural purposes by written 
agreement by an individual qualifying landowner in the state. A ranch unit may not be 
subdivided for the purpose of qualifying for more than one landowner-operator 
preference; 

 (3)  Successful applicants are determined by lottery; 
 (4)  Except as provided in § 41:06:01:09, a person who receives a license for this season in 

the first lottery drawing in any of the nine preceding years may not apply for an elk license 
under this chapter for the next nine years 

 

Repeal:  Prairie Elk Hunting Season  41:06:59:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license and to all licensees under 
this chapter: 
 (1)  Only residents of the state may apply for a license; 
 (2)  Except for qualifying landowner-operator applicants as provided in this section, and 

except as provided in § 41:06:01:09, a person who received an elk hunting license in this 
season in the first lottery drawing in any of the nine preceding years may not apply for a 
license under this chapter for the next nine years; 

 (3)  A person who received a firearm elk license in Bennett County or Gregory County during 
the year 1992 through 2000, inclusive, may apply for a license under this chapter; 

 (4)  Fifty percent of the licenses are available to persons who qualify for landowner-operator 
preference under the provisions of SDCL 41-6-21. A minimum of 240 acres of land within 
an elk unit which has had at least 500 days of elk use since the last day of the previous 
application period is required to qualify. An elk use day is any day an elk feeds or waters 
on private land. For purposes of elk preference eligibility, members of the qualifying 
landowner-operator's family including grandparents, parents, spouse, children, children's 
spouse, or grandchildren who live on the ranch or in the closest community and have an 
active role in the ranch operation also qualify. Only one qualifying applicant per ranch unit 
per year may apply for a landowner-operator preference elk license. A ranch unit is 
described as all private property owned and leased for agricultural purposes by written 
agreement by an individual qualifying landowner in the state. A ranch unit may not be 
subdivided for the purpose of qualifying for more than one landowner-operator preference 

 
Justification:  Place all application requirements in one rule to avoid duplication amongst chapters. 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #25 
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New rule:  Mandatory inspection of harvested elk.  Each successful elk hunter must submit the elk 
for inspection to a Department representative within 24 hours after kill. 
 

Repeal:  Black Hills Elk Hunting Season  41:06:26:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. 
The following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license and to all licensees 
under this chapter: 

 (4)  Each successful hunter must submit the elk for inspection by a conservation officer or the 
conservation officer's designee within 24 hours after kill; 

 

Repeal:  Custer State Park Elk Hunting Season  41:06:27:05.  Mandatory inspection. Elk harvested 
under this chapter must be inspected by a designated park official within 24 hours of kill. 
 

Repeal:  Custer State Park Early Archery Elk Hunting Season  41:06:28:05.  Mandatory inspection. 
Elk harvested under this chapter must be inspected by a designated park official within 24 hours 
after kill. 
 

Repeal:  Archery Elk Hunting Season  41:06:43:04.  Restrictions for applications and licenses. The 
following restrictions apply to all applications for license and to all licensees under this chapter: 

(5)  Each successful hunter must have the elk inspected by a conservation officer or the 
conservation officer's designee within 24 hours after kill 

 

Repeal:  Special Custer State Park Antlerless Elk Hunting Season  41:06:47:04.  Mandatory 
inspection. Elk harvested under this chapter must be inspected within 24 hours after the kill by a 
designated park official. 
 

Repeal:  Custer State Park Late Archery Elk Hunting Season  41:06:48:04.  Mandatory inspection. 
Elk harvested under this chapter must be inspected by a designated park official within 24 hours 
after kill. 
 

Repeal:  Prairie Elk Hunting Season  41:06:59:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license and to all licensees under 
this chapter: 

(5)  Each successful hunter must submit the elk for inspection by a conservation officer or the 
conservation officer's designee within 24 hours after kill 

 
Justification:  Create one rule which requires the mandatory inspection of all harvested elk to reduce 
repetition amongst several rules. 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #26 

Repeal:  Black Hills Elk Hunting  41:06:26:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license and to all licensees under 
this chapter: 
 (5)  Each unsuccessful hunter must mail the report card to the department within 10 days after 

the close of the elk season in the unit for which the license is issued. 
Justification:  Not necessary to require submission of harvest report cards. 
 
 



 
 

ACTION ITEM #27 

Modify:  Mountain Goat Hunting Season  41:06:29:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. 
Application for license may be made by any resident who has not been previously issued a mountain 
goat license in this state. Land occupant preference does not apply to mountain goat licenses. 
Justification:  Landowner reference is not needed as it does not apply to the Mountain Goat season. 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #28 

Repeal:  Custer State Park Bighorn Sheep Hunting Season  41:06:30 
 
Justification:  Repeal the entire chapter and include with the Black Hills Bighorn Sheep chapter when 
hunting resumes within the Custer State Park. 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #29 

Repeal:  Custer State Park Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:38 
Justification:  There has not been a season since 1994 and if needed could include as a unit within 
the Fall Turkey Season. 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #30 

Repeal:  Archery Elk Hunting Season  41:06:43:04.  Restrictions for applications and licenses. The 
following restrictions apply to all applications for license and to all licensees under this chapter: 

(6)  Each unsuccessful hunter must mail the report card to the department within 10 days 
after the close of the season. 

Justification:  Not necessary to require submission of harvest report cards. 
 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEM #31 

Modify:  General Muzzleloading Deer Hunting Season  41:06:45:04.  Application requirements and 
restrictions. The following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license under 
this chapter: 

(3)  Receipt of a license for this season does not affect eligibility for a license in any other 
season; and 

 (4)  Land operator preference is not applicable for these licenses. 
Justification:  Bullet 3 is not needed in rule and bullet 4 is not needed as this is a statewide season 
and landowner preference does not apply. 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #32 



 
 

Repeal:  Depredation Permits  41:06:46:08.  Hunter report card. The department shall supply the 
permittee with a hunter report card. The permittee must complete and return the report card to the 
department within ten days after completion of the depredation hunt. If the report card is not 
completed and returned to the department within the required time, the hunter may be excluded from 
the depredation hunter pool list the following year. 
 
Justification:  Not necessary to require the submission of the report card as often data is collected on 
site. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #33 
Repeal:  Prairie Elk Hunting Season  41:06:59:04.  Application requirements and restrictions. The 
following requirements and restrictions apply to all applications for license and to all licensees under 
this chapter: 

(6)  Each unsuccessful hunter must mail the report card to the department within 10 days 
after the close of the elk season in the unit for which the license is issued. 

 
Justification:  Not necessary to require submission of harvest report cards. 
 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #34 
Modify:  Muskrat Trapping Season Established  West River Muskrat Trapping Season Established  
41:08:01:02.   

(1) West River muskrat trapping season established -- Exception. The season is open the 
year around to trap muskrat in all counties west of the Missouri River except in that 
portion of the Black Hills Fire Protection District south of Interstate 90. 

 
(2) Muskrat Trapping Season in the Black Hills - The season is open from sunrise on the first 

Saturday in November to sunset on April 30 to trap muskrats in that portion of the Black 
Hills Fire Protection District south of Interstate 90 and west of State Highway 79. The 
season is open the year around to trap muskrats in that portion of the Black Hills Fire 
Protection District north of Interstate 90. 

 
(3) East River Muskrat Trapping Season - East River muskrat trapping season established. 

The season is open from sunrise on the first Saturday of November to sunset on April 30 
to trap muskrats in that portion of the state lying east of the Missouri River. 

 
Repeal:  Muskrat Trapping Season Established in Black Hills Fire Protection District  
41:08:01:03.  Muskrat trapping season established in Black Hills Fire Protection District. The season 
is open from sunrise on the first Saturday in November to sunset on April 30 to trap muskrats in that 
portion of the Black Hills Fire Protection District south of Interstate 90 and west of State Highway 79. 
The season is open the year around to trap muskrats in that portion of the Black Hills Fire Protection 
District north of Interstate 90. 
 
Repeal:  East River Muskrat Trapping Season Established  41:08:01:04.  East River muskrat 
trapping season established. The season is open from sunrise on the first Saturday of November to 
sunset on April 30 to trap muskrats in that portion of the state lying east of the Missouri River. 
 
Justification:  Consolidate all muskrat trapping season rules into one rule. 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #35 



 
 

Modify:  Open Season On Skunks and Opossum  Skunk, opossum, fox, raccoon, and badger 
trapping and hunting season established.  41:08:01:08.02.  Open season on skunks and opossum. 
The season is open the year around to hunt or trap skunks, opossum, fox, raccoon, and badger. 
 
Repeal: Fox, Raccoon, and Badger Trapping and Hunting Season Established  
41:08:01:08.04.  Fox, raccoon, and badger trapping and hunting season established. The season is 
open the year around to hunt or trap fox, raccoon, and badger. 
 
Justification:  Consolidate these two rules as same season date applies to all five furbearers for both 
trapping and hunting. 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #36 
Repeal:  Chapter 41:08:04  Protected Furbearing Animals 
 
Justification:  The chapter is not necessary as the animals described are protected as either an 
animal listed as a state threatened or endangered species or through a closed season.  Incidental 
captures are covered in rule 41:08:02:12. 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #37 
Repeal:  Bait  41:09:04:08.  Bait transportation requirements. A person may not transport more than 
12 dozen baitfish or other gill-breathing animals directly from the waters from which the baitfish or 
gill-breathing animals were taken in a container containing less than 50 gallons of water except in 
containers equipped with temperature control and aeration equipment or in controlled environment 
containers capable of maintaining sufficient oxygen to support fish life. 
 
Justification:  This rule is not needed as it is in the best interest of transporting bait to ensure the 
equipment used will not result in unnecessary loss of bait. 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #38 
Repeal:  Bait  41:09:04:09.  Keeping of bait restricted. A person may not keep more than 12 dozen 
baitfish or other gill-breathing animals in a container unless it is equipped with aerating equipment or 
is provided with a continuous flow of water sufficient to maintain dissolved oxygen in a quantity 
adequate to maintain the baitfish or gill-breathing animals in good condition. 
 
Justification:  Specifying equipment requirements for keeping baitfish serves no purpose as it is in 
the best interest of the owner of the bait to ensure the bait is in adequate condition to survive. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #39 
Repeal:  Bait  41:09:04:10.  Evidence of violation. A loss in excess of one quart of bait for every 50 
gallons of water or portion of 50 gallons in a container used for keeping or transporting bait is prima 
facie evidence of a violation of § 41:09:04:08, 41:09:04:09, or 41:09:04:11. 
 
Justification:  This rule is not needed as it pertains to evidence a violation of 41:09:04:08 or 
41:09:04:09 has occurred and both rules are being recommended for repeal. Also, any loss of 
baitfish of this magnitude likely would be the result of equipment failure and not a good basis for 
issuance of a citation. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ACTION ITEM #40 
Repeal:  Bait  41:09:04:13.  Transportation of sucker spawn or frogs prohibited. A person may not 
transport or ship sucker spawn or frogs from the state unless authorized by the department 
secretary. 
 
Justification:  The issues this rule was promulgated to address no longer exist.  Leopard frogs are 
currently the only legal species of frogs that may be taken as bait and they are abundant in the state. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #41 
Repeal:  Private Fish Hatcheries  41:09:07:01.  Applicability of chapter. This chapter applies to 
licensing and operation of a private fish hatchery under SDCL 41-6-39. 
 
Justification:  An administrative rule simply specifying the SDCL granting the Commission authority 
to promulgate rules for regulation of private fish hatcheries is not needed.   
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #42 
Modify:  Private Fish Hatcheries  41:09:07:02.  Hatchery license types and fees. The license types 
and fees for a private fish hatchery license are as follows: 
 (1)  An aquaculture license authorizes the licensee to sell, possess, transport, propagate, 
rear, or produce live fish or any fish reproductive product for commercial purposes in any facility, 
man-made water, or natural water, approved by the department. The licensee and any licensee's 
employee may possess and use special netting equipment only in a facility and water approved 
under this license. The licensee may provide fishing for a fee or pecuniary consideration or 
advantage at each facility and water approved under this license only. The fee for a new aquaculture 
license is $275 plus a one-time inspection fee of $300 for each facility, man-made water, or natural 
water requiring department approval. The annual fee to renew an existing aquaculture license is 
$275. A one-time inspection fee of $300 shall be charged for each new facility, man-made water, or 
natural water requiring department approval for addition to an existing license. Any newly created 
waters may be exempted from the one-time inspection fee at the discretion of the department. 
 (2)  A fee fishing license authorizes the licensee to stock, manage, and hold fish in any facility, 
man-made water, or natural water approved by the department for the purpose of providing fishing 
for a fee or pecuniary consideration or advantage. The licensee and any licensee's employee may 
possess and use special netting equipment only in a facility and water approved under this license. 
The fee for a new fee fishing license is $150 plus a one-time inspection fee of $300 for each facility, 
man-made water, or natural water requiring department approval. The annual fee to renew an 
existing fee fishing license is $150. A one-time inspection fee of $300 shall be charged for each new 
facility, man-made water, or natural water requiring department approval for addition to an existing 
license.   
A private fish hatchery license expires January 31 of the calendar year directly following the year in 
which the license was issued. 
 
Repeal:  Private Fish Hatcheries  41:09:07:03.  License expiration. A private fish hatchery license 
expires January 31 of the calendar year directly following the year in which the license was issued. 
 
Justification:  Text from this rule establishing the expiration date for fish hatchery licenses can be 
included in 41:09:07:02 to simply by consolidating rules. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #43 

http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=41-6-39


 
 

Repeal:  Private Fish Hatcheries  41:09:07:03.01.  Application for license.  

A person shall apply for a private fish hatchery license on forms provided by the department. 

Any existing license renewal or request to add a new facility or water to an existing license shall be 
submitted to the department before January 1 of the year the license is requested. All information 
requested on the application form shall be complete for the application to be considered. 

Justification:  A rule to specify that people must apply for a private fish hatchery license on forms 
provided by the Department is not needed. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEM #44 
Repeal:  Nursing Home Group Fishing  41:09:14:03.  No other license required. Nursing home 
residents who are lawfully fishing under SDCL 41-6-37.2 and this chapter, are not required to 
possess any other license. 
 
Justification:  Rule is not needed as covered in state law. 
 
 
 
 
List of Chapters and Rules modified and/or repealed. 
 
Uses of Parks and Public Lands   41:03:01:06  Repeal 
Uses of Parks and Public Lands   41:03:01:10  Modify 
Uses of Parks and Public Lands   41:03:01:22  Repeal 
Uses of Parks and Public Lands   41:03:01:28  Repeal 
Park Licenses     41:03:03:06:01  Modify 
George S. Mickelson Trail user service fees 41:03:05:05  Repeal 
 
Motorboats and Watercraft   41:04:05:07  Repeal 
 
Application for License    41:06:01:10  Modify 
License Forms and Fees   41:06:02:01:05  Modify 
License Forms and Fees   41:06:02:02  Repeal 
License Forms and Fees   41:06:02:04  Modify 
License Forms and Fees   41:06:02:05  Repeal 
Custer State Park restrictions   41:06:07:07  Repeal 
Spring Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:13:02  Modify 
Spring Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:13:03  Repeal 
Spring Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:13:04  Modify 
Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:14:02  Modify 
Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:14:03  Repeal 
Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:14:04  Modify 
Fall Wild Turkey Hunting Season  41:06:14:05  Modify 
Custer State Park Spring Turkey Season 41:06:15:03  Repeal 
Black Hills Deer Hunting Season   41:06:19:02  Modify 
Black Hills Deer Hunting Season   41:06:19:04  Modify 
Black Hills Deer Hunting Season   41:06:19:07  Repeal 
West River Prairie Deer Season   41:06:20:02  Modify 
West River Prairie Deer Season   41:06:20:03  Repeal 
West River Prairie Deer Season   41:06:20:04  Repeal 
East River Deer Season    41:06:21:03  Repeal 
East River Deer Season    41:06:21:04  Repeal 
Archery Deer Hunting Season   41:06:22:03  Repeal 
Archery Deer Hunting Season   41:06:22:06  Repeal 

http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=41-6-37.2


 
 

Antelope Hunting Season   41:06:23:02  Modify 
Antelope Hunting Season   41:06:23:03  Modify 
Antelope Hunting Season   41:06:23:04  Repeal 
Antelope Hunting Season   41:06:23:05  Repeal 
Archery Antelope Hunting Season  41:06:24:03  Repeal 
Custer State Park Antelope Season  41:06:25:01  Modify 
Custer State Park Antelope Season  41:06:25:03  Repeal 
Black Hills Elk Hunting Season   41:06:26:03  Repeal 
Black Hills Elk Hunting Season   41:06:26:04  Repeal 
Custer State Park Elk Hunting Season  41:06:27:03  Repeal 
Custer State Park Elk Hunting Season  41:06:27:05  Repeal 
CSP Early Archery Elk Season   41:06:28:03  Repeal 
CSP Early Archery Elk Season   41:06:28:05  Repeal 
Mountain Goat Hunting Season   41:06:29:04  Modify 
CSP Bighorn Sheep Hunting Season  41:06:30  Repeal (Chapter) 
National Wildlife Refuge Deer Seasons  41:06:36:02  Modify 
National Wildlife Refuge Deer Seasons  41:06:36:02.01  Modify 
National Wildlife Refuge Deer Seasons  41:06:36:02.02  Modify 
National Wildlife Refuge Deer Seasons  41:06:36:03  Repeal 
National Wildlife Refuge Deer Seasons  41:06:36:04  Repeal 
Custer State Park Fall Turkey Season  41:06:38  Repeal (Chapter) 
Custer State Park Deer Season   41:06:41:03  Repeal 
Archery Elk Hunting Season   41:06:43:03  Repeal 
Archery Elk Hunting Season   41:06:43:04  Repeal 
Youth Deer Season    41:06:44:03  Repeal 
General Muzzleloading Deer Season  41:06:45:03  Repeal 
General Muzzleloading Deer Season  41:06:45:04  Modify 
Depredation Permits    41:06:46:08  Repeal 
Special CSP antlerless elk season  41:06:47:03  Repeal 
Special CSP antlerless elk season  41:06:47:04  Repeal 
CSP Late Archery Elk Season   41:06:48:03  Repeal 
CSP Late Archery Elk Season   41:06:48:04  Repeal 
Prairie Elk Hunting Season   41:06:59:03  Repeal 
Prairie Elk Hunting Season   41:06:59:04  Repeal 
Mountain Lion Hunting Season   41:06:61:05  Repeal 
 
Furbearer Seasons    41:08:01:02  Modify 
Furbearer Seasons    41:08:01:03  Repeal 
Furbearer Seasons    41:08:01:04  Repeal 
Furbearer Seasons    41:08:01:08.02  Modify 
Furbearer Seasons     41:08:01:08.04  Repeal 
Protected Furbearing Animals   41:08:04  Repeal (Chapter) 
 
Bait      41:09:04:08  Repeal 
Bait      41:09:04:09  Repeal 
Bait      41:09:04:10  Repeal 
Bait      41:09:04:13  Repeal 
Private Fish Hatcheries    41:09:07:01  Repeal 
Private Fish Hatcheries    41:09:07:02  Modify 
Private Fish Hatcheries    41:09:07:03  Repeal 
Private Fish Hatcheries    41:09:07:03.01  Repeal 
Nursing Home Group Fishing   41:09:14:03  Repeal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 



 
 

 
 
Rules Repealed:  54 
Rules Modified:  24 
New Rules (consolidating rules): 5 
Chapters Repealed:  3 (total of 8 rules removed) 
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO CONCESSION  
LEASE AGREEMENT FORT RANDALL MARINA 

 
This FIRST AMENDMENT TO CONCESSION LEASE AGREEMENT FORT 
RANDALL MARINA between the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and 
Parks (“Department”) 523 East Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota, 57501 and Fort 
Randall Marina, Inc, a South Dakota corporation, hereinafter referred to as the 
(“Concessionaire”). 
 

WHEREAS, the Department was assigned a concession lease with the 
Concessionaire upon transfer of lands from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
the Department on February 8, 2002; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Department and Concessionaire entered into a 
Concession Lease Agreement on August 12, 2003, for the operation of Fort 
Randall Marina located in North Point Recreation Area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Marina boat slips are currently assigned through long term 
exclusive use rights which can only be transferred from slip holder to slip holder; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the terms of slip ownership and transfer that were developed 
while the concession lease was under the responsibility of the Corps of 
Engineers and carried over to the Concession Lease Agreement provided little 
opportunity for the general public to rent boat slips at the Marina on a seasonal 
first-come, first-served basis; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Concession Lease Agreement will expire on December 
31, 2013, and the Concessionaire is desirous of an extension of the lease term; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Department and Concessionaire are agreeable to an 
incremental series of lease extensions for the conversion of marina slips from 
their current long term exclusive use rights to seasonal rental on a first-come, 
first served basis open to the general public; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Department and Concessionaire agree to modify terms 
of the Concession Lease Agreement regarding authorized services and facilities 
development options; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Department and Concessionaire desire to set forth the 
marina slip conversion requirements with which the Concessionaire must be 
determined to be in compliance to be eligible for the extension(s) of the lease 
term and other lease term modifications. 
 



 

 IT IS THEREFORE AGREED that the Concession Lease Agreement 
between the Department and the Concessionaire dated August 12, 2003, is 
amended as follows: 
 

1. Concessionaire is provided the option of meeting the terms and conditions 
of a phased plan for converting marina slips from their current long term 
exclusive use rights to seasonal rental by the general public on a first-
come, first-served basis in exchange for a series of no more than three 
extensions of the lease term, each extension to be for a period of 5 years. 
The terms and conditions for slip conversion to which the Department’s 
granting of the extension(s) of the lease term is subject to the following: 

 
 

Phase 1.  
 
The Concessionaire shall assume physical ownership and relinquish the 
long term exclusive use rights of 12 marina slips and designate them as 
seasonal rental available to the public by no later than December 31, 
2012. Successful completion of Phase 1 to the satisfaction of the 
Department will extend the term of the Concession Lease Agreement until 
December 31, 2018.  
 
Phase 2.   
 
If and after Phase 1 has been completed to the satisfaction of the 
Department, the Concessionaire shall assume physical ownership and 
relinquish the long term exclusive use rights of 7 additional marina slips 
and designate them for seasonal rental available to the public for a total of 
19 by no later than December 31, 2016. Successful completion of Phase 2 
to the satisfaction of the Department will extend the term of the 
Concession Lease Agreement until December 31, 2023. 
 
Phase 3.  
 
If and after Phase 2 has been completed to the satisfaction of the 
Department, the Concessionaire shall assume physical ownership and 
relinquish the long term exclusive use rights of an amount of slips and 
designate them for seasonal rental available to the public which results in 
a total of either 26 or an amount equal to 50% of the total existing marina 
slips at that time, whichever is greater, by no later than December 31, 
2021. Successful completion of Phase 3 to the satisfaction of the 
Department will extend the term of the Concession Lease Agreement until 
December 31, 2028. 

 
 



 

2. All slips converted and designated as available for seasonal rental by the 
general public pursuant to the terms and conditions of this First 
Amendment shall be subject to the following operational requirements: 

 
a. The Concessionaire shall establish slip rental rates and issue 

annual slip rental contracts for those slips designated for rental by 
the public. The lease shall be for one year and the terms and 
conditions of the lease are subject to approval by the Department. 
The Concessionaire shall not require or impose membership in or 
assess any dues or other membership fees associated with the Fort 
Randall Boat Club to any customer renting a slip.  

 
b. Those persons who currently occupy slips which are relinquishing 

their exclusive use rights shall have the first option to rent their 
respective slip under the terms of the annual lease as required by 
section 2(a) above. 

 
c. All rates and prices established for slips designated for public rental 

shall be in accordance with Section 3.a. of the Concession Lease 
Agreement. 

 
d. The boat slip allocation process shall be as follows: 

 
(i) By the first of each calendar year slip lease contracts will be 

sent out to all slip holders of record from the previous 
season.  The concessionaire may refuse issuance of a new 
slip contract only if the slip holder has materially breached its 
Department-approved slip rental contract with the 
Concessionaire. It is required that the previous slip holder 
return the slip lease with full payment by no later than 
February 15 to reserve the same slip for the new season.  
Immediately after that date, changes to slip type or location 
(requested by returning slip holders) are made if available.   

 
(ii) Once the process described in Section 2(d)(i) is complete 

with the previous year's slip holders, assignment of vacant 
slips begins.  New slip lease contracts are sent out to any 
person requesting a slip in writing for the new season on a 
first come, first served basis.  In the case of an over demand 
for a particular size or location of slips the oldest written 
request will be honored first. 

 
(iii) The Department shall have access to all slip rental 

documentation and correspondence upon request. 
 



 

e. All boat slips converted and designated along with all associated 
hardware and equipment shall become property of the 
Concessionaire and designated as Concessionaire Facilities.  
Concessionaire shall obtain a possessory interest in said docks for 
the purposes of compensation by a successor concessionaire as 
per concession rules A.R.S.D. 41:13. 

 
3. The following will be added to Section 2, subsection (b) “Additional 

Authorized Accomodations, Facilities and Services” of the Concession 
Lease Agreement: 

   
  13. Licensed off-sale beer sales between 7 a.m. and 11 p.m. 
 
 

4. Section 2 of the Concession Lease Agreement will be amended to add 
subsections (c)  and (d) as follows: 

 
c.  The Department retains the right to authorize additional 

accommodations, facilities, services and merchandise within the Park.  
The Department shall give the Concessionaire first opportunity to 
provide such additional accommodations, facilities, services and 
merchandise.  If Concessionaire does not desire to provide such 
additional accommodations, facilities, services and merchandise, or if 
the Department and Concessionaire are unable to agree upon the 
terms under which Concessionaire would provide such additional 
accommodations, facilities, services and merchandise, the Department 
shall be entitled to contract with a third party to provide said additional 
accommodations, facilities, services and merchandise within the Park 
under terms acceptable to the Department. 
 

d.  The Department reserves the right to establish reasonable standards 
as to the nature, type and quality of Concessionaire's services and 
merchandise.  The Department retains the right to disapprove types of 
services and merchandise that do not meet these standards.   

 
5. The Department agrees to evaluate the performance of the floating tire 

wave attenuator and make any repairs, adjustment or modifications as it 
deems necessary. The Concessionaire agrees and understands that 
funding of any work associated with the floating tire structure is subject to 
budget approval by the State Legislature. 

 
6. The Department will consider hard surfacing the marina access road as 

shown in Exhibit A to this First Amendment attached hereto and made a 
part hereof by this reference during the term of the Agreement or the 
extension(s) thereof as provided for in this First Amendment contingent on 
the following: 

 



 

a. The Concessionaire agrees and understands that funding the 
access road hard surfacing project is subject to future proposed 
budget approval by the State Legislature.  

b. At such time that the project has been proposed in a future budget 
and said budget is subsequently approved by the Legislature, the 
Concessionaire must assume physical ownership and relinquish 
the long term exclusive use rights of one-hundred percent (100%) 
of the Fort Randall Marina slips and designate them for seasonal 
rental available to the public before the Department will proceed 
with the project. 

c. Hard surfacing options shall include but not be limited to asphalt, 
blotter coating, seal coating, or other methods designed to prevent 
the penetration of water in to the road bed. The Department 
reserves the right to determine the method or combination of 
methods of hard surfacing to be utilized. 

 
7. The Department and Concessionaire agree that the granting of any 

extension(s) of the lease term as provided for in this First Amendment  
shall result in the Concession Lease Agreement as amended being 
subject to and governed by the requirements of ARSD Article 41:13 
subtitled “Park Concession Leases” which went into effect on October 17, 
2005. 

 
8. In accordance with ARSD 41:13:03:01, the Commission may extend the 

Concession Lease Agreement in its discretion. It is further understood that 
one of the primary factors for which future extensions beyond those 
contained in this First Amendment will be considered is the conversion of 
all marina slips to seasonal rental available to the public. 

 
9. Except as modified by this First Amendment to Concession Lease 

Agreement, all other terms and conditions of the Concession Lease 
Agreement dated August 12, 2003, shall continue to remain in full force 
and effect. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this First 
Amendment To Concession Lease Agreement Fort Randall Marina on this _____ 
Day of _________________, 2012 
 
 
 
  SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF GAME, FISH AND PARKS 
 
  BY:_________________________________ DATE:____________ 
        Douglas Hofer, Director, Division of Parks and Recreation 
    
 
 
  FORT RANDALL MARINA, INC. 
  (CONCESSIONAIRE) 
 
  BY:_________________________________ DATE:___________ 
        Its President 
 











2011-2012 
CUSTER STATE PARK 

MOUNTAIN PINE BEETLE UPDATE 
 

• The goal for the 2011/2012 MPB project in CSP was to identify and treat 
every tree infested with MPB inside the park boundary. 

• 98,632 trees were identified in CSP. 
• Approximately 55,000 trees will be cut and removed and 43,632 were cut and 

chunked.  All cut and chunk work is complete and we are on schedule to 
finish cut and remove work by June 1.  Trees that were cut and chunked were 
generally on inoperable ground.  Cutting and removal eliminates 100% of the 
beetles and lessens the cost due to the salvage value for the timber.  Cutting 
and chunking eliminates an estimated 80% of beetles.  Chunking the trees 
into 24 inch sections, allows the wood to dry out and essentially kills the 
beetle larva before they mature and fly in August. 

• There were 9 private contractors 4 Wildland fire crews, and 1 DOC crew 
working on the project.  Currently there are 4 private contractors finishing cut 
and remove work. 

• Treatments did have a significant impact on the visual corridor.  In general, 
trees in the visual corridor were removed and the brush was piled for later 
burning. 

• The Sylvan Lake/Needles highway corridor again saw the highest density of 
beetle hit trees.  All of the beetles, in this area, came from outside the CSP 
boundary, since all infested trees in the Sylvan Lake area were flown out with 
a helicopter last year. 

• Before this year’s August beetle flight we will be setting up a number of lethal 
bait sites.  These sites will occur around areas that were cut and chunked.  At 
each site a bait packet is placed on a tree and 6 to 8 trees near the bait are 
sprayed with an insecticide that kills the beetles.  The bait attracts the beetles 
to certain trees and the chemical will continue to kill beetles as they attempt to 
attack the baited trees.  The purpose of this is to further reduce the population 
of the surviving beetles that emerge from the chunk material. 

• One of the main limitations to the lethal baiting is the difficulty in getting spray 
equipment to the chunk sites, which are usually on steep rocky slopes.  
Another method we are trying is to bait and girdle trees.  Similar to the other 
sites 6 to 8 trees will be girdled at each baited site.  The main difference is 
these trees will be successfully attacked.  The idea is that the girdled tree will 
be appealing enough to beetles to attack, but due to the girdling, will dry out 
enough before the next flight to kill the majority of the larvae in the tree.  This 
is an experimental method and will be monitored closely to determine its 
effectiveness.  

• 373 acres of non-commercial thinning recently occurred near and along the 
North boundary of the main body of the park.  The main goals were to reduce 
beetle risk and create a buffer against Forest Service land to the north. 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN  

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

AND THE 
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA,  

DEPARTMENT OF GAME, FISH AND PARKS 
 
This Agreement is entered into by and between the National Park Service, United States 
Department of the Interior, acting through the Superintendent of Wind Cave National 
Park (hereinafter “WICA”), and the State of South Dakota, acting through the Secretary 
of Game, Fish and Parks (hereinafter “GFP”). 
  
ARTICLE I – BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES  
 
The objective of this Agreement is to establish standard operating procedures for 
handling accidental bison exchanges and elk management between Wind Cave National 
Park and Custer State Park.      
 
This Agreement also reaffirms the commitment to maintain the fence that serves as the 
common boundary between the two parks.  
 
ARTICLE II – AUTHORITY 
 
A. Federal: 
 
16 U.S.C. §§1-3 A memorandum of understanding is used to document mutually agreed 
upon policies, procedures, objectives, and/or assistance relationships that do not involve 
funding. The enabling park legislation or the general management authorities under 16 
U.S.C. §§1-3 are the legal authorities for this type of agreement. 
 
B. State: 
 
South Dakota Codified Law (SDCL) 41.17.1.1 State Parks 
Rules for administration, management, and development of state park system--Violation 
as misdemeanor. The Game, Fish and Parks Commission may adopt such rules as may be 
necessary to establish uniform procedures for the administration, management, and 
development of the state park system. The state park system includes all lands and waters 
owned, leased, or controlled by the Department of Game, Fish and Parks and designated 
as a state park, a state recreation area, a state nature area, a state lakeside use area, or a 
state recreational trail. Such rules may be adopted in the following areas: 
 

(1)      Management and control of public use of all lands, structures, and waters in the 
state park system; 
(2)      Issuance, display, inspection, and expiration of park entrance licenses; 
(3)      Management, control, and protection of the natural, historical, archaeological, 
and geological resources in the state park system, if the rules do not conflict with 
chapters 1-19A and 1-20; 
(4)      Management, control, and protection of wild and domestic animals in the state 
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park system; 
(5)      Regulate the operation of all vehicles, on and off roads, in the state park 
system; 
(6)      Granting, termination, management, and development of easements, leases, or 
permits authorizing the commercial or noncommercial use of land, buildings, cabins, 
mobile homes, and docks or dock systems in the state park system; 
(7)      Issuance and administration of camping permits and the establishment and 
collection of fees for camping permits and for other park services in the state park 
system, if the fees and procedures are not set by statute; 
(8)      Control and prohibit the type, location and use of uncased firearms and bows in 
the state park system; 
(9)      Fees for licenses to permit the harvest within Custer State Park of surplus 
animals including but not limited to mountain goat, bighorn sheep, elk, bison, and 
coyote; 
(10)      Fees for special events held within a unit of the state park system. 
 

The rules shall be adopted pursuant to chapter 1-26 and shall be in accordance with the 
provisions of this chapter. A violation of the substantive provision of any rule authorized 
by this chapter relating to prohibited use of lands, structures, buildings, cabins, mobile 
homes, docks, waters, and resources in the state park system, park entrance license and 
camping permit requirements, regulation of wild and domestic animals in the state park 
system, prohibited operation of vehicles within the state park system, and prohibitions of 
the use of firearms and bows in the state park system is a Class 2 misdemeanor. If the 
same incident is a violation of statute and of the rules authorized by this chapter, only the 
penalty authorized for the violation of the statute may be imposed. 

 
To satisfy the mutual responsibilities and interests and to derive mutual benefits, WICA 
and GFP agree to engage in the activities as detailed below: 
 
ARTICLE III – STATEMENT OF WORK 
  
Bison Management 
 
A.   The NPS agrees to:  
 

1. General Rut Season (July 1- Sept 1). 

a. Contact the CSP Resource Program Manager or Bison Herd Manager and 
notify of the intent to dispatch branded bison and associated calves at the time 
they are located within WICA in case CSP has manpower and the time to 
salvage the meat, hide, head, etc.   

b. Dispatch CSP branded bison that appear within WICA if immediate capture is 
not possible.  If the NPS finds a way to confine the CSP bison long enough for 
CSP to retrieve them, then the NPS will do so i.e. CSP bison located within 
the NPS corral system fences. 

c. See “NPS and CSP” section for actions on groups exceeding 5 animals. 

2. Outside General Rut Season (Sept 2- June 30) 

 2



a. Notify the CSP Resource Program Manager or Bison Herd Manager of any 
CSP bison located in WICA at the earliest convenience.  Accommodate CSP, 
to the extent possible, in allowing for retrieval of any CSP bison found during 
this period, but activity and breeding behavior (i.e., “tending”, sniffing, 
licking, lip curling, fighting, proximity to other animals, etc.) taking place at 
the time must be considered.  WICA has bison that participate in breeding at 
nearly all times of the year and reserves the right to dispatch a CSP animal 
exhibiting breeding behavior immediately without consultation.  CSP may use 
horses and noisemakers (i.e., whips, whistles, etc.) for safety while attempting 
to retrieve branded animals back to CSP. 

b. In the event of a failed retrieval, WICA may dispatch the animal(s). A failed 
retrieval will be determined on a case by case basis and take into account the 
time of day, activity of the animals, and probability of successfully retrieving 
the animals on a second attempt.   

3. Collect and relay to CSP within 2 days the following data from animals 
dispatched: sex, brand numbers, PIT tag if available, ear tag number, and 
condition description.  CSP will be responsible for collection of additional data or 
materials of interest, such as heads and hide on bison dispatched within WICA.  

4. Assume responsibility for genetic testing of accidental animals and share test 
results with CSP. 

5. Maintain, repair, and upgrade the entire joint boundary fence at NPS cost. 

6. Inspect and repair the boundary fence between the two parks within one to two 
days notification of a breach or fence damage.  

B.   CSP agrees to: 

1. Note all PIT tags or ear tags discovered during CSP handling events that are not 
registered on CSP data bases and forward tag numbers, age, sex, and animal 
condition comments to WICA as soon as possible following the handling event. 
CSP also agrees to continue to steel ear tag their bison and brand calves as 
conditions permit. 

2. Retain and manage as their own any accidental WICA bison of 1 to 5 animals 
found within CSP after notifying WICA. Retention of larger numbers of WICA 
bison will be determined on a case-by-case basis taking into account the time of 
year, possibility of their having been bred, estimated length of time they have 
been in CSP, and the probability of success  of returning them to WICA.  

3. Continue to move the CSP bison herds out of the pastures immediately adjacent to 
the CSP and WICA boundary fence during the primary rut period. 

4.  Immediately notify WICA of fence damage or breaks in the boundary fence 
during the course of their daily activities. If movement of bison between the two 
parks is possible, they also agree to make immediate temporary repairs to the 
fence at no cost to WICA. 

C.   Both WICA and CSP agree to:   

1. Fund their individual participation in this process regardless of which lands have 
the accidental bison as budgets allow. This includes monitoring and assisting the 
partnering organization. Due to the fact that WICA does not have access to horses 
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and riders trained in moving bison, they may request assistance in rounding up 
WICA bison in CSP if the decision is made to return the WICA animals to NPS 
lands. 

2. Meet regularly to inform and coordinate, to the best of their ability, bison 
management efforts. 

3. Should an exchange occur that involves a significant number of bison (>5 
animals), consultation shall occur between both parks regarding options for 
retrieval. Alternatives such as a helicopter roundup with DNA testing of all 
animals, replacement of animals that must be dispatched by WICA, and whether 
the small herd of exchanged bison can be kept separated from the main herds of 
either WICA or CSP while they are being returned will all be considered. 
Agreement on how the selected alternative will be funded will then be made prior 
to taking action.  

 
Elk Management 
 

A. The NPS agrees to:  
 
1. Install elk jump gates along the boundary fence with CSP.  Utilize the elk 

jump gates to achieve population objectives through free or facilitated 
movement of elk through gates installed on the boundary between WICA and 
CSP. 

 

B. GFP agrees to: 

1.  Allow WICA to install elk jump gates on the CSP/WICA boundary fence. 

2. Allow elk to enter CSP directly from WICA in 2012 and future years. 

 

      C.   Both WICA and GFP agree to:   

1. Work cooperatively to meet shared elk population and elk herd health 
objectives for WICA, CSP and the rest of the Black Hills. 

2. Meet annually in mid to late winter to discuss elk management and set elk 
movement objectives for the upcoming year. 

 
ARTICLE IV – TERM OF AGREEMENT 
 
This Agreement will be effective for a period of five years from the date of final 
signature, unless it is terminated earlier by one of the parties pursuant to Article VII that 
follows. 
 
ARTICLE V – KEY OFFICIALS 
 
A. Key officials are essential to ensure maximum coordination and communications 

between the parties and the work being performed.  
 
1. For WICA: 2. For CSP: 
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Greg M. Schroeder, Chief – Res. Mgt. Matt Snyder, Superintendent. 
Wind Cave National Park   Custer State Park 
26611 U.S. Hwy 385 13329 U.S. Hwy 16A 
Hot Springs, South Dakota  57747 Custer, South Dakota  57730 
e-mail: greg_schroeder@nps.gov e-mail:  matt.snyder@state.sd.us 
Telephone:  (605) 745-1190 Telephone:  (605) 255-4515 
Facsimile:   (605) 745-4207 Facsimile:   (605) 255-4460 

 
3. For Division of Wildlife: 
 
Mike Kintigh, Regional Supervisor 
Region 1  
Rapid City, SD 
Mike.kintigh@state.sd.us 
 
 
ARTICLE VI – PROPERTY UTILIZATION 
 
OMB Circulars and 43 CFR 12, Subpart F, 12.930 - 12.948 Establishes property 
management standards for this Agreement.  
 
ARTICLE VII – MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION 
 
A. This Agreement may be modified only by a written instrument executed by the 

parties. 
 
B. Either party may terminate this Agreement by providing the other party with thirty 

(30) days advance written notice.  In the event that one party provides the other party 
with notice of its intention to terminate, the parties will meet promptly to discuss the 
reasons for the notice and to try to resolve their differences.   
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ARTICLE VIII – STANDARD CLAUSES 
 

A.  Special Provisions 
 
Publications of Results of Studies 

 
No party will unilaterally publish a joint publication regarding trespass bison activities 
without consulting the other party.  This restriction does not apply to popular publication 
of previously published technical matter.  Publications pursuant to this Agreement may 
be produced independently or in collaboration with others; however, in all cases proper 
credit will be given to the efforts of those parties contributing to the publication. In the 
event no agreement is reached concerning the manner of publication or interpretation of 
results, either party may publish data after due notice and submission of the proposed 
manuscripts to the other.  In such instances, the party publishing the data will give due 
credit to the cooperation but assume full responsibility for any statements on which there 
is a difference of opinion. 

 
Public Information Release 
 
No party will unilaterally publish a public information release regarding trespass bison 
activities without consulting the other party.  The specific text, layout, photographs, etc. 
of the proposed release must be submitted with the request for approval. 
 
ARTICLE IX – SIGNATURES 
 
IN WITNESS HEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the date(s) 
set forth below. 
 
FOR THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, WIND CAVE NATIONAL PARK: 
 
Signature:  ____________________________________  
 
Name:       Vidal Davila     
 
Title:       Superintendent     
 
Date:  ____________________________________ 
 
FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA, CUSTER STATE PARK: 
 
Signature:  ____________________________________ 
 
Name:  ____Jeff Vonk____________________ 
 
Title:  ___Secretary, South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks_ 
 
Date:  ____________________________________ 
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SAH Board Meeting  GFP Commission Meeting 
May 3, 2012    May 3-4, 2012 
Custer State Park   Custer State Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Program Summary: 2006-2011 
 

SAH Program Summary 2006-2011
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Deer Donations: 2006-2011 
 

Deer Summary 2006-2011
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Deer Donations by License Type 
 

2011-12 Deer Donations by License Type
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Antelope Donations: 2008-2011 
 
 
 

Antelope Summary 2008-2011
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Antelope Donations by License Type 
 
 
 

Antelope Summary 2008-2011
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Canada goose donations: 2011 
 

Canada geese harvested
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Certificate Expenditure Summary: 2006-2011 
  

Certificate Expenditures 2006-2011
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