
Twin Lake (West) 
 

Site Description 
 
Location  
  Water designation number (WDN) 47-0009-00 
  Legal description T127N-R70W Sec. 13, 23, 24 
  County (ies) McPherson 
  Location from nearest town 3 miles west and 3 miles south of the city of Long Lake 
 
Survey Dates and Sampling  Information 
  Dates of current survey September 19, 2007 
  Dates of most recent survey August 24, 1971 
  Gill net sets (n) 3 
 
Morphometry (Figure 1) 
  Watershed area (acres) unknown
  Surface area (acres) ≈240
  Maximum depth (ft) 13 
  Mean depth (ft) unknown 
 
Ownership and Public Access 

Twin Lake is a meandered lake owned by the State of South Dakota.  The fish community is managed 
by the SDGFP.  No access site is located on Twin Lake; however, much of the shoreline surrounding 
the lake is owned by US Fish and Wildlife Service and the State of South Dakota (Figure 1).  The 
remainder of land adjacent to Twin Lake is under private ownership. 

 
Watershed and Land Use 

The Twin Lake watershed is primarily comprised of agricultural lands with much of the landscape 
being pasture and/or grassland.   

  
Water Level Observations 

Heavy precipitation during the mid to late 1990’s increased the water depth of Twin Lake to a level 
potentially capable of supporting a sport fishery.  In 2007, SDGFP crews reported maximum water 
depths of 13 feet in Twin Lake. 

  
Aquatic Vegetation and Exotics 

Emergent and submergent vegetation are present in Twin Lake; however, no aquatic vegetation 
survey has been conducted.  Past fisheries survey reports from the early 1970’s indicate the presence 
of cattail (Typha spp.) and bulrush (Scirpus spp.).  No exotic vegetation or wildlife was reported during 
this survey.   

  
Fish Management Information 
  Primary species walleye 
  Other species none encountered 
  Management classification warm-water marginal  
  Fish Consumption Advisories none 
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 Waterfowl Production Area 

Game Production Area  
 
 
Figure 1.  Map depicting location of Long and Twin Lakes in McPherson County, South 

Dakota.  
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Management Objectives 
 
1)  Establish populations of walleye and yellow perch capable of supporting a sport fishery 

in Twin Lake.   
 
 

Results and Discussion 
 
Twin Lake is a shallow-natural lake located near the City of Long Lake in 

McPherson County, South Dakota.  Past surveys conducted in the 1970’s indicated that 
Twin Lake was a shallow lake with relatively poor access and recommended 
classification as a waterfowl production area.  However, heavy precipitation in the mid to 
late 1990’s increased water depths to levels potentially capable of supporting a fishery.   

Walleye were stocked into Twin Lake each spring from 2004-2006 (Table 1).  
However, three overnight gill nets on September 19, 2007 resulted in only five walleye 
being captured.  No further analysis was conducted.   

 
 
 Table 1.  Stocking history including size and number for fishes stocked into Long Lake, 
2000-2007.  WAE= walleye; YEP= yellow perch 
 

Year Species Size Number 
2004 WAE fry 200,000 
2005 WAE fry 200,000 
2006 WAE fry 200,000 

 
 
 

Management Recommendations 
 
1)  Conduct fish community assessment surveys utilizing gill nets on an every fifth year 

basis (next survey scheduled in summer 2012) to monitor fish relative abundance, fish 
population size structures, fish growth, and stocking success unless the water level 
recedes and/or a viable fishery does not develop. 

 
2) Collect otoliths from walleye, and yellow perch to assess age structure and growth 

rates of each population. 
 
3) Stock walleye (≈1000 fry/acre) annually for a period of two years (2008 and 2009) in an 

attempt to establish a sport fishery unless the water level recedes and development of 
a viable fishery is not an option. 

 
4)  Stock pre-spawn yellow perch adults in the Spring of 2008 in an attempt to establish a 

sport fishery unless the water level recedes and development of a sport fishery is not 
an option. 

 
5)  Monitor water level and winter/summer kill events.  In cases of complete 

winter/summerkill evaluate the need to establish a sport fishery in Twin Lake.   
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