
GAME, FISH AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 

PROPOSAL 
 

East River Deer Hunting Season 

Chapter 41:06:21 
 
Commission Meeting Dates: Public Hearing  June 6, 2013  Pierre 
     Finalization   June 6-7, 2013 Pierre 
 

COMMISSION PROPOSAL HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Season Dates:  November 23 – December 8, 2013 
 
   December 28, 2013 – January 5, 2014 for antlerless deer tags only 
  
Open Area:        See the attached map 
 
Licenses            18,745 one-tag, 11,770 two-tag, and 2,800 three-tag licenses (total of 50,685 tags) 
 
Requirements and Restrictions: 
 
1. One-half of the licenses allocated in each unit are available for landowner/operator preference. 
2. In addition to these licenses, 687 “any deer” licenses are available through the “Special Buck” 

application as approved at the March GFP Commission meeting. 
3. Landowners not possessing a license that allows the harvest of a buck may purchase an “any 

deer” or a two-tag “any deer + antlerless deer” license that is valid on their property only. 
4. Initially, all licenses are available only to residents.  Nonresidents may apply for licenses 

remaining after the second lottery drawing. 
5. A portion of southeastern Minnehaha County is closed to hunting with firearms other than 

muzzleloaders and shotguns using slugs. 
6. Only unfilled “any antlerless deer” and “antlerless whitetail deer” tags are valid for 9 days 

beginning on the Saturday after Christmas. 
 
Recommended changes from last year: 
 
1. Offer 1,000 less one-tag licenses, 1,500 less two-tag licenses, and 1,300 less three-tag licenses 

(overall decrease of 7,900 tags) than 2012. 
 

Year “Any Deer” Tags “Antlerless Deer” Tags Total Tags 

2012 22,040 36,545 58,585 

2013 21,565 29,170 50,685 
 

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
 
Table includes harvest data from East River Deer, East River Special Buck and East River 
Landowner-Own Land licenses. 
 

Licenses WT Bucks WT Does MD Bucks MD Does All Deer

Year Sold Harvested Harvested Harvested Harvested Harvested Success

2008 48,980 16,951 20,239 646 642 38,478 50%

2009 48,330 13,733 17,741 511 735 32,717 42%

2010 49,046 17,300 21,595 496 539 39,929 49%

2011 47,539 14,970 19,401 502 513 35,386 44%

2012 39,284 14,563 14,037 372 332 29,304 48%  
 

 



EAST RIVER DEER UNITS 

 

License and Tag Comparison 2012 to 2013 
    

2012 
Resident 
Licenses 

2013 
Resident 
Licenses 

#   
Change 

% 
Change 

2012 
Resident 

Tags 

2013 
Resident 

Tags 
# 

Change 
% 

Change 

    

Unit # Unit Name 

01A Minnehaha 950 950 0 0% 950 950 0 0% 

03A Brown 2,300 2,300 0 0% 3,300 3,300 0 0% 

04A Beadle 1,050 1,050 0 0% 1,500 1,400 -100 -7% 

05A Codington 350 350 0 0% 350 350 0 0% 

06A Brookings 800 800 0 0% 800 800 0 0% 

07A Yankton 800 300 -500 -63% 800 300 -500 -63% 

08A Davison 700 700 0 0% 700 700 0 0% 

10A Aurora 750 750 0 0% 1,300 1,300 0 0% 

12A Bon Homme 700 100 -600 -86% 800 100 -700 -88% 

13A Brule 1,650 1,350 -300 -18% 4,450 2,700 -1,750 -39% 

14A Buffalo 400 400 0 0% 800 800 0 0% 

16A Campbell 720 720 0 0% 1,420 1,420 0 0% 

17A Charles Mix 1,050 600 -450 -43% 2,100 600 -1,500 -71% 

18A Clark 1,300 1,100 -200 -15% 2,000 1,600 -400 -20% 



19A Clay 700 300 -400 -57% 700 300 -400 -57% 

22A Day 1,300 1,300 0 0% 1,300 1,300 0 0% 

23A Deuel 600 600 0 0% 600 600 0 0% 

25A Douglas 500 350 -150 -30% 1,000 350 -650 -65% 

26A Edmunds 1,300 1,300 0 0% 2,600 2,600 0 0% 

28A Faulk 1,100 1,100 0 0% 3,300 3,300 0 0% 

29A Grant 400 400 0 0% 400 400 0 0% 

32A Hamlin 600 600 0 0% 600 600 0 0% 

33A Hand 850 1,050 200 24% 1,650 2,050 400 24% 

34A Hanson 600 450 -150 -25% 600 450 -150 -25% 

36A Hughes 475 525 50 11% 875 975 100 11% 

37A Hutchinson 800 50 -750 -94% 800 50 -750 -94% 

38A Hyde 870 920 50 6% 2,590 2,740 150 6% 

40A Jerauld 650 700 50 8% 1,050 1,100 50 5% 

42A Kingsbury 1,200 1,200 0 0% 1,400 1,400 0 0% 

43A Lake 550 550 0 0% 550 550 0 0% 

44A Lincoln 400 350 -50 -13% 400 350 -50 -13% 

46A McCook 600 600 0 0% 600 600 0 0% 

47A McPherson 1,000 800 -200 -20% 2,000 1,600 -400 -20% 

48A Marshall 900 800 -100 -11% 900 800 -100 -11% 

51A Miner 850 950 100 12% 850 950 100 12% 

52A Moody 550 550 0 0% 550 550 0 0% 

54A Potter 1,050 1,050 0 0% 2,100 2,100 0 0% 

55A Roberts 500 500 0 0% 500 500 0 0% 

56A Sanborn 750 850 100 13% 900 850 -50 -6% 

57A Spink 1,300 1,300 0 0% 2,300 2,100 -200 -9% 

59A Sully West 750 750 0 0% 1,950 1,450 -500 -26% 

59B Sully East 550 550 0 0% 1,650 1,650 0 0% 

61A Turner 400 200 -200 -50% 400 200 -200 -50% 

62A Union 750 400 -350 -47% 750 400 -350 -47% 

63A Walworth 750 750 0 0% 1,450 1,450 0 0% 

  TOTAL 37,115 33,265 -3,850 -10% 58,585 50,635 -7,950 -14% 

      
        


